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MISSION
OPERATION STRIX

Spy on Donovan Desmond, a dangerous figure who
threatens to disrupt peace between the East and
West. Must gain entry into the prestigious Eden
Academy to breach the target’s inner circle.

TARGET
DONOVAN DESMOND

The focus of Operation Strix. Chairman of Ostania’s / f'!._ l
National Unity Party. - a0

=S KEY PEOPLE

MARTHA MARRIOTT

Housemaster at Eden Academy.

Westalis secret agent Twilight receives orders to uncover the plans of Donovan Desmond, the war-
mongering chairman of Ostania’s National Unity Party. To do so, Twilight must pose as Loid Forger,
create a fake family, and enroll his child at the prestigious Eden Academy. However, by sheer
coincidence, the daughter he selects from an orphanage is secretly a telepath! Also, the woman who
agrees to be in a sham marriage with him is secretly an assassin! While concealing their true identities
from one another, the three now find themselves living together as a family.

Twilight’s confidence is shaken after he's wounded by an Ostanian agent while trying to retrieve
an intelligence asset. Meanwhile, it's time for midterm exams for Anya, and she’s determined to earn a
stella at her best subject—classical language. Sigmund and Barbara, an elderly couple, have moved in
next door, and Sigmund, a renowned scholar, agrees to tutor her. Will it help...?
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THERE WAS A |

< usep o FReT | L

7| wwaT DO
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OH,
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YOU DON'T
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I didn't get
a moment's

‘{'} Sleep.,.

1AM
GLAD FOR
THAT,
BUT...
YEESH.

AND TO
THINK THIS
WAS SUPPOSED
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IN MATH!

YOUR | - S N job,
NAME I UP & R |
THERE TOO, | 4

FORGER.

B[_T_II:IC;W —_— [ln| FORGER,
L curore- | 3 11V 4 B e s | s R

POINTS...

A
TONITRUS
BOLT.




I DON'T
THINK T

v
‘i:fll'ltﬁ[

ANYA,

YOU'RE SHADDUP!
LOOKING I'M NOT
A LITTLE SWEATING/! THE BOSS
PALE. I'M TOTALLY MAN 1S
ARE YOU DRIPPING
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THAT'S A
PREPOSTEROUS
i WAY TO LIVE, .
DON'T YOU THINK, |
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Ll

WHAT? YOou
HAVEN'T

COME
UP WITH ARE WE
ANYTHING?! DOING?

UM...

THERE WILL
BE HURDLES
AND TRAPS

TO TRAVERSE
TO ENSURE
THAT ONLY
THE MOST

\ AGILE AMONG
YOU EXCEL!
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DON'T "\/
TEL.L =
Me YOU i
WANT TO ||
DANCE

THAT WAS

WHAT DO
WE DO,

2 vamiaNz |7

YOU'RE
NOT WOR-
RIED THAT
WRETCHED
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FAIR AND
SHE'S IN IT,

A\ THEN SHE'S |

VANCING
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REQUIRES
GREAT
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THE ONE
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BEGGED
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THE FIRST

YOU WANT
THERE TO

ER, IT'S NOT
WHAT YOU THINK,

LOID! THERE WAS
A GYMNASTICS
TEACHER IN MY
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SHE TAUGHT ME
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SKIING
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AT ALL.
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AND
I'VE EVEN
KEPT YOUR THAT'S
TEA PARTY RIGHT!
TRADITION
ALIVE! (EVEN
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HEE
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GLAD TO HAVEN'T
SEE YOu  CHANGED

LOOKING  AElT,

50 WELL,  HAVE
YOU?
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IS THAT , WHAT
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LET LS HAVE ey MEAN?! DID
A CUP AFTER WELL YOU FAIL TO
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NEW CLOAK?!

TALKED

AND
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(WELL, POT OF MY
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7 A\ THAT WON'T

g )} EVEN \ 1 BE A PROBLEM.

= [ OFF-THE- | THEY'RE DOING

RACK AMAZING THINGS

DRESSES WITH PRET-A-
CAN BE PORTER THESE
| QUITE DAYS.
o i pemach Mine will still be

YOUNG |-
Miss. /

ST

WE NEED TO

FROM
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WHY

DON'T WE

GO PICK OUT
DRESSES
TOGETHER

ON OUR
NEXT DAY

to fitin =
budget!

FPAPA SAID
WE DON'T HAVE
MUCH MONEY,
SO T SHOULD
BUY ONE THAT'S

WISE's =
S\ ALREADY MADE.

NAIL DOWN A

GENERAL
FASHION
DIRECTION.

S0 MUCH
FRILLS AND
FLOOF!
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MAY CLAIM . DANCE-
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HONOR BY SELECTION
PASSING OUR | WL COMMITTEE!
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TESTS!

HEY! WHO |
TOLD YOU TO ¢

DO THIS?!
You JusT f,,fg’ﬁ
STEP BACK SO '
AND LET US \ | pance wiTy . .
HANDLE THIS, ANYONE!
BOsSSMAN. | N @ L RO

WE KNOW
WHAT WE'RE
DOING.




IDONT \ |
THINK THOSE

ARE REAL | IN EROM THE RED
THE HELL | \ sNowmaN LT e SKy ~— SNOW-
WOULD | \ POWERS...

you

NESIS! TO ATTACK MAN!
KNOW?! : ' j

B-BUT THAT'S N FacT
RIDICULOUS! ,
WHEN THE THE PER- IT WASN'T
WINDOW PETRATOR  ANYTHING
BROKE, ALL WASN'T ANy  LIKE THAT.
OF US WERE SORT OF
HERE IN THE OUTSIDER

AT ALL.

THERE'RE ‘
ANY NUMBER \
OF TRICKS
SOMEONE
COULD HAVE
EMPLOYED
TO MAKE
THAT NOISE
REMOTELY.

WAIT...
SO YOU'RE
SAYING...

ATTACKER
WASN'T A
SNOWMAN
OR AN
OUTS/PER.
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)/ LOOK, YOUR

UNCLE HAS  COME,

= SENT A LETTER  DRY
ALY T Prom THE THO§EJ
.\ BATTLEFIELD TEARS.
.\ 1O HIs DEAR

\ NIECE!

There's
still
time ‘o
back
out.

BUT YOU
KNOW, I
COULDN'T
BEAR TO
SEE YOU
IN DANGER
TOO.

I'LL
WRITE A
. | LETTER!

100
S0 HOPE
MIGUEL

IS FARING

WELL
THESE
DAYS.

WHATEVER
IS WRONG?

A LETTER!
THAT'S IT!

SWEET
HENRY"...
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| WHISPER-

ING EVEN
MORE

GOD,
COULD THIS
PARTY BE
ANY MORE |
TEDIOUS?!
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SAYS WHO?
THAT DRESS

LOOKS CHEAP

GUESS
WITH FANCY
ENOUGH
CLOTHES,
EVEN SHE
CAN LOOK

J /\’F

I KNOW THIS IS

) UNEXPECTED,
A BUT FOR OUR
FIRST FARTY
ACTIVITY, WE'D
LIKE TO HOLD
SOME FRIENDLY
COMPETITIONS
BETWEEN THE

CLASSES.

PRIVATE LOUNGE

THE VICTORIOUS
CLASS WILL
WIN THE RIGHT
TO ENJOY THE
IMPERIAL
SCHOLARS’

FOR ONE DAY/

EVERYONE,
IF I COULD
HAVE YOUR i
ATTENTION,
PLEASE.

WHAT
IS THIS?
SOME
KINDA
GAME?




GRADUATION'S
ALMOST HERE.
IT'S HIGH TIME

You

A RECKONING,
MR. ELEGANT.

COMMITTING AN
ACT OF VIOLENCE.

AND ME HAD N

THAT'S THREE

TONITRUSES FOR

EACH OF YOU.

GoT
SOME
D/S-
COURSE
FOR YA!

| DISCOURSE!

SETTLING
DISPUTES
WITH
VIOLENCE 1S
HOW ANIMALS
BEHAVE. A
GENTLEMAN
EMPLOYS

-----
-----
e e

YOU KNOW,
I'VE NEVER
LIKED THAT
STUCK-UP
ATTITUDE
OF YOURS.

C(AGE 120

13TH-YEAR CFINAL YEAR |

IF YOU'RE

SO ELITE,

HOW COME
YOU DON'T
EVEN FIGHT

f

5
4 ~—
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YOU'RE

cuz you
MADE

| WHY we

SO GREAT

IMPERIAL [4
SCHOLAR. [

SEE,
THAT'S
EXACTLY

HATE




THERE
BUT FOR
THE GRACE
OF GOD
WE GO.

IT SEEMS

MY COUSIN

HAS BEEN
KILLED.

BATTLE | (]
OVER THE | |
SOUTHERN | —
ISLANDS. |

INDEED. MY
PARENTS HAVE

BEGUN PUSHING

MARRIAGE

PROSPECTS ON

ME FOR MUCH
THE SAME
REASON.

YOU'RE
THE ELDEST
SON IN YOUR
WHO KNows FAMLLY, RIGHT?

AFTER ALL,

WHEN IT'LL Be  YOUD BE
OUR TURN To WISE TO FIND
GET DUMPED  YOURSELF

ON THE FRONT A WIFE, AND
LINES. QUICKLY.
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HA HA HA.

HEY, THERE
ARE WORSE
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FORGIVE
ME,
MARTHA.
\ YOU'RE
N\ RGHT |

I HAVE
BEEN MOST
I HAVE

RESPECT
YOUR
FEELINGS.

I HAVE
DISMISSED
YOUR IDEALS
EVEN AS T'VE
FORCED MY
OWN UPON YOL.

I KNOW SLICH
BEHAVIOR TO BE
AMONG THE ROOTS
OF WAR, AND YET
T FIND MYSELF
GUILTY OF IT.

THAT'S

ONE & =
OF THE
TH/NG&"]‘
ABOUT
Yol
THAT...

I WILL MAKE
MY FEELINGS
CLEAR 70 YOod
BEFORE THIS
DANCE ENDS,




. IS THIS GOING
7O BACKFIRE?!
WAS MAKING
THEM DANCE A
GROSS MISCAL-
CULATION?! (P~
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MEAN TO" ||
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ANYTHING,
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THE
DANCE
FLOOR IS
A PLACE
FOR EL-
EGANCE,
YOU
TWO.

YOUR
PATHS TO
IMPERIAL
SCHOLAR
SEEM TO
BE LONG

ONES

INDEED.

—— HE'SRIGHT. I ——

— NEED.TO GET——

—AHOLD OF MYSELF.—

- i - —
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NOW,
THE TOP-
SCORING
FIRST-YEAR
STUDENTS
FROM
CECILE

VAMIAN
PESMOND

®» /| HiGHEST
i GCORER
" \ HISTORY.

SECOND-
HIGHEST
SCORER IN
CLASSICAL

LANGUAGE.
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HOW
INELEGANT.

I'VE TRIED
TO LEARN!
I'VE HAD
LESSONS!

JUusT THAT > = i II r“ SRR S

I'M NOT
TERRIBLY

18-

LELEL

JUST LIKE
OLD TIMES,
ISN'T IT...

IS DANCING =
NOT PART |
OF BENG |
A PROPER |
GENTLEMAN? |

S-SUCH
DISRESPECT
TOWARDS
A FACULTY
MEMBER!




...ARE
ASKING IF
1 BECAME
A TEACHER
TO DODGE
THE
DRAFT.

HOW
COULD
THEY?

RY.

[

1S IN
IN AT

WHAT
TEACHING HISTO

THEY WONUDER, IN
THIS ERA OF KILL
THEY'D PREFER T
TEACH PHYSICS SO
THAT MY EFFORTS
MIGHT RESULT
LEAST ONE BOMB
BEING MADE

VALUE THERE

OR BE KILLED,




FRANKY'S SECRET FILES

I COULDN'T FIND
ANY ROUGH SKETCHES

I'D SUGGEST

YOU CHECK OF MR. HENDERSON IN
IT OUT AFTER THE CREATOR'S ROOM, BUT
YOU READ THE I DID FIND THIS ROUGH

VOLUME.

TIMELINE OF THE WESTALIS-
OSTANIA WARS!

LOOKS LIKE
IT'S VERY
PROVISIONAL.

Age Westalis Ostania

Hi7, M14 Henry meets Martha

H22, M1g Henry becomes a teacher; Martha graduates
M227? Martha joins Women's Defense Auxiliary

East-West War of Unification #- ends

H. Henry marries

East-West Treaty takes effect

Lo | I 2.k 2. Loid) born

F4 Franky dumped by Brenda in nursery school
L10? East-West War of Unification #[JJJ| begins
L1é Loid lies about age and enlists in army

Franky dumped by Clara before deploying

L.. Loid becomes spy, meets the Handler - begins

Ceasefire in East-West War of Unification #-

Dominance of National Unity Party ends

Ll [ WisE founded N ---

D
w
=

ll Anva [

L Forger family formed;
Franky dumped by Monica;

Franky's heart broken by Casey;
Hé6, Franky dumped by Coco’s owner;

r_.-._____,.\ Franky dumped by Millie

No

z

=
)
B

)

AND WHAT
DOES MY
HISTORY OF
BEING DUMPED
MATTER?! WHY
oo THEY
GOTTA DREDGE
THAT UF?!




YOU'RE
THE
FOOL,
HENRY.

5
: s I STILL rwas B
BELIEVED
1 THE MOST |
THAT THE oo |
S0 1 DUG IN wog/z_./z A%o;w HEADED OF
70 DEFEND JDEALISTS
, AS LONG AS
SOMETHING BACK
. T HEEDED MY
THAT WAS s ada: THEN.
WORTH '
NOTHING.

i

S

FARCE
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-
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Y coucanion s,
% AT TS HEART,
. THE ACT OF (L
';Vf/g%)’:’?g SN weruenemnve V= —
AND 2 st
o /e ps
OTHERS.
EDLICATION, v f.
HAD FAILED T 2B
70 REFUTE A I SN
SINGLE ONE z (.
OF MARTHA'S Y D I
ARGLMENTS. " — y
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f:’,; : nf,' ‘rr:




LIKE I
WOULD
EVER
PANCE

WITH YOU,
DUMMY!
NO WAY!!

WHY
DON'T
g i WE GO
3 qcF}-E;E;. p'CK OUT
& | TOGETHER
"5\ ON OUR
@ = \ NEXT DAY
\ OFF?

YOoU KNOW, |
IT SOLNDS |
LIKE IT'LL |
DRESSES BE A VERY |

FORMAL
EVENT.

I'M SURE
YOU'LL
HAVE
ANOTHER
CHANCE ON
THE DAY
OF THE
PARTY!
KEEP
TRYING!

I DON'T
WANT TO
DANCE
WITH HIM
EITHER.

MR.
DESMOND,
YOU KNOW
BETTER THAN

TO RUN IN
THE HALLS.
And your refusal |

was most
inelegant.

THE DAY OF THE GALA




MARTHA!
YOU HAVE

“THE
MARLOV
BALLET WAS
CAUGHT
IN AN AIR
RAID WHILE
PERFORMING
70 SUPPORT
THE TROUPE
WERE KILLED,
INCLUDING
ITS PRINCIFAL
BALLERINA,
JOHANNA. "
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ANYA'S
EMOTIONS
ARE IN
TURMOIL!

=,

— 1 !

I DON'T BELIEVE

I'VE SEEN A

STUDENT EARN |
ASTELLAAND A
TONITRUS DURING
THE SAME ROUIND
OF FINAL EXAMS

BEFOKRE.

XLLMNNANS




THAT WAITER
1S QUITE THE
GENTLEMAN.
HE'S HAND-
SOME, TOO!

PARDON
ME,
MADAM,
BUT
THERE'S
SOME
LINT ON
YOUR
DRESS.

THAT
SOUNDS
PRETTY
TOUGH.

GOOD LUCK,

ANYA.




WHO THE
HELL ARE
YOU, AND
WHAT THE

HELL KINDA

oUume

REASON /S

THAT?!

OW!

WHO, sIR, | /
: ARE YOU, \ / 0
AND WHAT
GIVES L /)
YOU THE
RIGHT TO
INTERFERE?!

—

#RY  PARDON
ME, MY NAME
IS ARNOLD
CROWLEY. T
WAS THE TOP
SCORER ON
THIS YEAR'S
CLASSICAL
LANGUAGE

EXAM.

AS THE
RUNNER-UP,
YOU INTEREST
ME GREATLY.
MIGHT WE
HAVE A
MOMENT
TO TALK?

ACTUALLY,
ANYA ASKED
HIM TO DANCE
FIRST.

Sorry about

N-
NOTHING...
BUT STILL!

[ ser
PAMIAN

\ VESMOND

.......... e | R N B
F You YOUR

WOULD

| ACCePT AN
| INvITATION

| LIKE THAT

| FROMA
'\ PEASANT!

IF YOU'VE
ALREADY
REFUSED

HER, THEN

BY WHAT

RIGHT DO
YOU OBJECT

TO MY
ASKING?

I Leave us be!

|
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/

GET
70 THE |
SHELTER

AT |

MARTHA,

PULL

YOURSELF
TOGETHE,

A

ONCE!

_—

‘lﬂ =543 W L R TR

\




IF
--rTHEN lF WEFRE
I COULD DEAD
AT LEAST EITHER

...OR EVEN

gy £op <L O

ONE BULLET :

THAT WOLILD |
BE FIRED
TOWARD

THE EAST...

WAY...

SPECIAL WOMEN'’S MILITARY
UNIT FORMED FROM
WOMEN'S DEFENSE

AUXILIARY VOLUNTEERS!/

MUCH PRAISE FOR THE
BRAVE, LOYAL WOMEN WHO
FIGHT SIDE BY SIDE WITH
OUR MEN AT THE FRONT!




- —e THE
: RESULTS
- - FROM
THE
TERM
FINALS! |7

THEY
WERE JUST
POSTED ON
THE BOARD

OUTS/IDE!

= : ; IR :;3_.-'|' [ (1Ll ——
- =g AT 4
!

Q) LA (r - ol 10 = e ; - Y oA I};/JI.:___::?F
R ——=0 T DAY N Jed/

G & .
."“.—'.——-—_(._ _‘_/"—""‘i‘\—__/;_; F

T —r—
] O e

Let's 40 /

T ALREADY cee! OMG!
KNOW T AREN'T YoU
WAS THE EXCITED
HIGHEST FOR THIS,
SCORER. ANYA?!

1| reLax. rACING

OVER THERE

ISN'T GONNA

CHANGE OUR
RANKING.

MAN!
LET'S GET
MOVING!




LET'S SEE
IF YOU CAN
MATCH
BOND'S
SLEDVING
SKILLS,
EVILDOERS!

| wow, pAPA

] 15 A MASTER

| OF THE
SWOOSH!

He's so good...

YOR, ,—
YOU'RE o\
I UEADING ‘exX
L4 STRAIGUT [ EXACTLY DO
I{ FOR THE [ I TURN?/

CLIFF!




o . WOULD
BE THERE
FOR ME
FOREVER.

I
COULD NO
LONGER
TRUST
THAT
ANYTHING




SI]Y" I:AMII.Y CHARACTERS

LOID FORGER
/A_; /‘Nﬁ .......................................................................

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Known as a skilled psychiatrist,
Loid is actually “Twilight,” a spy and master
of disguise serving the nation of Westalis.

YOR FORGER

-------------------------------------

-------------------------------------

A city hall clerk who

also lives a secret life

as a talented contract
killer. Her code name
is “Thorn Princess.”

Anya is a first grader at the prestigious Eden Anya's playmate and the
Academy. A telepath whose abilities were family guard dog. As a
created in an experiment conducted by a former military test subject,

certain organization. She can read minds. he can see the future.



BREEZE?!
IT'S A
FULL-
ELOWN

oar
THERE!

You'd have
died!

I KNOW THAT,
YOR. BUT FOR

THE MOMENT,

EVERYONE AS
A SUSPECT
IN ORDER TO
ISOLATE THE

CULPRIT.

IT'6 IMPORTANT /)2
THAT WE TREAT

BLIZZARD | £

OUTS/IPE
OF
WORK!

OM! T'VE
I-1-T DIDN'T ceen THig | HUff-:
DO IT, LOID! T oNTv | Huff...
SWEAR THAT TOO!

IT PROBABLY
WASN'T ME!

N""NO: I
WAs JusT

OUT FRONT,

5 WAIT A MINUTE!
SHE WAS THE
ONLY ONE WHO
WASN'T IN THE

\D LOBBY WHEN
MAX WAS

Zj ATTACKED!

¢ \%




[ AND THEN
FOUGHT BACK |
AGAINST THE -- THE ONE
BUS HIJACKERS AND THEN WHO GOT A
EVEN AFTER sAvED TONITRUS FOR
THEY ANOTHER  PUNCHING
STRAPPED A KID's LIFE AKIDAT S
BOMB TO TO GET (ORIENTATION.A V.l.ooo. . 0 o
HER! THE YEAR'S e .
FIRST
STELLA.

o WA [ i
, CWER ' s~ FroM

CECILE

PO I LOOK
LIKE A
PRINCESS?

TOTALLY!
ALMOST BUT
NOT QUITE
AS MUCH AS
I DO!

GOSH, ANY4,
YOU LOOK
80000
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be our
turn to get
dumped on

Who
Knows
when it

the front
lines

!

EE HE.

I CAN'T JUsT
ASSUME THAT

HE 'LL ALWAYS




Yod

ARE THE STUDENTS

FUTURE OF EDEN
| oFruis ACADEMY!
| waront

&X v your TimE
R \| 47 1S scHoo,
V 7 HOPE EACH OF
YOL! DEVELOPS
A LOVE OF YOUR
COUNTRY AND
THE SPIRIT TO
DEFEND IT!

THERE 15
MUCH YOU
CAN LEARN,
BOYS AND

GIRLS ALIKE,
FROM THE
COURAGE OF
THE WOMEN
WHO FOUGHT
AND DIED SO

HENDERSON,
PLEASE, SIT
DOWN!
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I'm the sort of guy who can only work on
storyboards while at a cafe or restaurant. So
summer is one long battle between the heat

outside and the icy air inside those places.

—TATSUYA ENDO

Tatsuya Endo was born in |Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan,
on July 23,1980. He debuted as a manga artist with
the one-shot “Seibu Yugi” (Western Game), which
ran in the Spring 2000 issue of Akamaru Jump. He is
the author of Tista and Blade of the Moon Princess,
both available in North America from VIZ Media.



|
' \ MEMORIES |
OF HENRY'S
B GRAPLATION
HAD BEGLN TO
FADE, AND THE
My WAR DRLIMS
724 mas ~ WERE BEATING
GROWING AGAIN. ;
BITTER

MARTHA
(AGE 19
13TH-YEAR

MARTHA!
THERE'S GONNA
BE AN ASSEMBLY
IN THE AUDITO-
RIUM BEFORE
CLASS!

s
2 =
: BERLINT I CAN'T
i dhln 8 UNIVERSITY OF BELIEVE
FINAL TERM, EDUCATION...? WE ONLY
BUT WE HAVE HENRY SHOLILD - Hi\’g Eﬁl—?
SOME NEW BE A SENIOR L
FACULTY THERE NOW. N7 A '
I%Eﬁigzé If he didn't have to % #m e T
INTRODUCE repeat a year. -
' £ HAVE YOU
I3
FIGURED
ouT WHERE
YOU'RE
ey GOING

HEY, DID
YOU HEAR?

FROM ROSE HALL
WENT AWAY ON
A BUSINESS
TRIP AND
DIED.




vigriant, Bord.
The enemy could
attempt entry
by posing 3s 3
delivery person
or the like.

GUESS
NO ONE'S

Dinner
3lways
tastes

_______

KA~ iy
| ) THONP N § , \

Lo st e




eordlA ],

HOW I
PERFORM

AT THE
COMPETI-
TION WILL
DETERMINE
WHETHER T
CAN MAKE
A CAREER

WE AREN'T
WEALTHY.
WE'RE JUsST
DEPOSED

NOBILITY, CLING-

ING TO THE

FADING PRESTIGE
OUR NAME HELD

IN IMPERIAL
TIMES.

I'M NOT SURE.
I DO PLAN TO
ENTER THE HIGH
SCHOOL BALLET
PROGRAM NEXT
YEAR...

WILL You
PURSLEE A
CAREER IN
BALLET?

AFTER ALL,
I DON'T
COME FROM
A WEALTHY
FAMILY LIKE
YOU DO.

VAMN IT...
MY CHEEK
1S KILLING
ME.

I TRIED TO
GIVE YOU
SOMETHING
FOR THAT.

And gentlemen
shouldn't
curee.,



.
THAT NAY. > You're %;
PR A % teaching =
FAR MORE ~ %\\ ..adnd gt school =
THAN MY  THE FUTURE % stuj/e/!::; are
PALTRY  THAT'S TEN = Jolding hands ',
PR/PE. A)(/gAR;S, ) ,;; nacircle &
...100 —, around
vEaRS /%% G\
)
HENCE! -- ///////

M

T APOLO- , |
EXCUSE GIZE FOR OUR CLASS
ME FOR THAT, MR. 7 BARELY
AND ONE SAYING DESMOND. | >%" 1 PROGRESSED
SHOULDN'T S0, BUT “ | AT ALL WHILE
EXPECT ANY- YOU'RE YOU WERE
THING OF HPA IN JAIL, MR.
THOSE WHO, IN 2 HENDERSON.
X THEIR FOOLISH- [{|[)
A\ Ness, Have P B
(WA DisaProNTeD | S
ﬁﬁ‘l ALREADY. [ LN | RN
ll'l- : “‘\.J__ . Z 3 : RN &
ra , X D
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v//\ F \
\ Y \'J—/‘L\Lr ] 5
% | e FrsT ooy ||| oo se
/ ANYA,
| 7aKe THIS A CLASS TO THINK! ; ?ﬁ?%ﬁ%ﬁ;
SERIOUSLY, H | FwisH s HEADMASTER?
DAMN 177 H CLINE HALL/ '
! | ’,’I

YOU WILL BE lllll-ll ' OUR
PRESENTED |l (N
wiTtH Two  |F ; | eECOND
EACH CLASS ITEMS, COMPET/- |L—
WILL CONFER _ ONE OF 4| TION
AMONG THEM- EXCEPTIONAL IS THE |——
DECIDE WHICH  ©ONE THAT QUALITY ||
ONE IS THE /& NOT. Quiz/
Shidd \/\
e e — \
555;5 [m) R ONE OF THESE
1| corra PUT ON WAS HAND-  QUESTION
A MORE :‘%&: sy THose ~ CRAFTED BY 1/ WHICH
REFINED - HINKING THE VENERABLE OF THESE
DESIGN. CAPS, TAILORS POGET /S THE
THE OTHER sUIT?
i 1S FROM Ms., /
oo MUCHBERRY AT
Ty EPEN’S CLOTHING
\  DEPARTMENT,

THE
CORRECT
ANSWER

/e...




VY

IT'e HOW
NOT AS  woulp 1
IF I'M IN KNOW?
REGULAR
CONTACT

WITH HIM.

FORGOT- ,
TEN, BUT UMM...IT'S

; AN HONOR
WERE |15 ce€ you
DAMIAN'S
cLass- || AGAN, MR
natee— || PEMETRILS,

EWEN SIR.

Nz
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|d
[l
|
b b
:

'T0
MY DEAR

STUDENT
MARTHA"

" LETTER FINDS YOU

"T HOPE THIS

IN GOOD HEALTH.

NOW, WHATEVER
YOUR SITUATION, IT
1S IMPORTANT THAT

YOU FOLLOW THE

| RULES, FOR ADHERENCE

TO POLICY IS IN
MANY WAYS THE
MEASURE CF..."

AND S0,
MARTHA AND
I BEGAN A
REGULAR
CORRESFON-
UENCE.

/T

LOVER?

= ==

ARE LIMITED,

SUPPLY

DELIVEREES TO A SOLDIER
IN THE FIELD?

HOWEVER,

SO WE WON'T

ALWAYS BE

ABLE TO

.......

DELIVER THEM
PROMPTLY.

COURSE, WE
SEND THEM
ALONG WITH
THEIR UNIT'S

A LETTER

YES, OF

SUPPLIES.

DO MY

\ sest...

Could you

OH, S0 IT'S
A ONE-SIDED
ROMANCE?

YOU FEEL!

TELL HIM How |

“ 1\ aooresseo

OHHHH!
OHHHH!

S
a

Exa il | 11 =
i HE o ~
I L i el
- L = S _’__,«-‘ 1
B 1l g e
f.—" I"J "/-—- £
o il
i
| - s

THE
WHOLE
LETTER IS
BASICALLY
A LECTURE [

g

AND HE

===

STUDENT.”




EEN
BERNARD,
SECOND-
HIGHEST
SCORER IN
PHYSICS.

- e -

OH, THEY'RE
DOING THE
MIDULE
SCHOOLER
AWARDS

NOW, THE
TOP-SCORING
SECOND-YEAR

MIDDLE
SCHOOLERS
FROM CLINE

HALL.

EeRaRmE———

g



HOW ABOUT
YOU ALL CHECK
YOUR ROOMS
AND MAKE SURE
EVERYTHING'

SURE DIDN'T.
SOUNDED
TO ME LIKE

— euy, op
) you BREAK

HEY,
INNKEEPER

\.

.
= “.-
L

A DISH OR
5| SOMETHING?

T, TR

T

oot i P

s
i e

e R,

7 ',#,%5\ Don't scare

. |
L&y

LI, e like that!

THAT NOISE |
CAME FROM |

UPSTAIRS.

BLEW OFF IN THE
BLIZZARD, AND IT
BROKE A WINDOW
OR SOMETHING...

NOTHING
IN MY
ROOM.

-y
s

WHAT
{ WAS THAT
SOUND

DAMN
POOR! YOU

OH.
T'LL &
GRAB MY

e
o

W

-

/]| >\ AsLeep OR

I

[ 1 ‘/f \ SOMETHING?

THE
DOOR'S

MAYBE A BRANCH Y0

N JLockep. k.

T

Eon i




"LOVE" WAS
STILL A VERY
DISTANT CONCEPT
FOR ME. I DIDN'T
LINDERSTAND MY
OWN FEELINGS

TOWARD HIM.

you Just LeT |

HIM LEAVE
WITHOUT EVER
CONFESSING
YOUR LOVE?!

THERE'S
NO CALL
FOR
VULGAR-
ITY,
YOUNG
MiSS.

I HAD THIS
INNOCENT
FAITH THAT

SOMEONE SO

IMPORTANT

ALWAYS BE
THERE.

TOMEWOULD | 1 AL

1 ‘,3‘-.‘-,
v ] .
Y % 1 e
3*‘ " 1\% s
BN , \ \ .
Ny @

.....

% :
A8 1
WK -
2\ \
1.3‘ N Thee
\ o
T it
L3 % i
- i
A oWy '..n'::
1 B P E b
LY i
R 6 Y S
nor FRT AR ¥
T LS R
(! ERR TR
i |‘ T oW
- 1O
g
¥ 5

== T §d/
L it g};/ 4

WHAT'S
WRONG
W/TH
youz!

EVEN
GRASP
THE
REALITY
OF IT.

THE
NEXT DAY
I WENT
TO THE
GARDEN,
THINKING
HE'D BE
THERE.




THEY'LL )
CALL IT
"VOLUN-
TEERING,"
BUT
THEY'LL
FORCE US
INTO IT.

C.0.'s MY

BOYFRIEND.

THERE'S HE TOLD

NO ESCAPE ME THEY'RE
FOR ANY  EXECUTING
OF US... DESERTERS
LEFT AND
RIGHT.

THAT WAS | WHEN T
JUST A CHEAP THINK ABOUT 4l 1aRY 10

THREAT! “IF MY FAMILY  ppoTecT My

YOU DON'T AND WHAT — ~5UNTRY,
VOLUNTEER, R\ THE SAPTAN

WE CAN'T
GUARANTEE
YOUR FAMILY'S
SAFETY."

FORGET

L,

NO! THEY
CAN'T DO
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HOW CAN
THOSE Rl ICLAM F
JERKS || TOBEA
oms . WERENT vou are 4 || || cENTLEMAN R
YOU HAVE  GONNA GENTLEMAN! K
sToppep HISTEN TO LI yvou PRO- || TN
THEm? ~ YOU NO TECTED ME! ||

MATTER
WHAT You
SAID.

HOW
ELSE...
INDEED!

N ru=ouek\
EDLICA-




EDUCATION

DISCORD WAS Ll BREEDS
\ . | BEING sSO0WN Jiil CHARACTER!
Be IT \\\ @ | 7HRouGHOUT THAT 1S HOW
PETTY .| THE WORLD. WE PUT AN
FIST/- ENDP TO
- CONFLICT!

...OR
GLOBAL

-- A
3 SCUFFLE UH, PRETTY \ ~
T K SLIRE THEY'D
| erupces | THAT IS HAVE PUNCHED _
| oeepen... YOU'RE NOTHING. YOUR FACE IN
AND POVERTY TRYING 2 BEFORE YoU
GROWS. TOO -\ FINISHED YOUR
~ -\ HARD. LECTURE.

73 '@"’
WANT TO :
BECOME A - e e
TEACHER, - | 4P
HENRY? TN / LOWED Y,
2 | evuica-|
" 7ION
YES. ONCE
ATTEND THE | EE‘:I.LTNH% AT EDEN £
BERLINT HAVE BEEN
UNIVERSITY OF HAPPEN - oRRUPTED.
EDUCATION. [ TO ME.




I=1
WOULD
BE DE-

LIGHTED!

J
MISSION 95

... WOULD
YOU DO ME
THE HONOR

OF BEING
d My DANCE
PARTNER?

THEY
WON'T?!

Noooo!

]
W )
WHAAAT?! [
e 3 = c
) b
W i

Yéahﬂ-

outsie ||/ /| ™ fl
| |

ATTENDING GONNA BE\ =

OFAFEW || | | X R

VOLUNTEERS, | I/~ N
GUARDIANS | IS |
WILL NOT BE THERE'S | | I '!tlf:i

1111

THE GALA, A PARTYZ R

MisS
BLACKBELL.

WILL
THERE BE

&
= _/

]

OH MY GOSH,
I COMPLETELY
FORGOT
ABOUT THE
PARTY! I'D
BETTER ASK
LOID SOON!

 /

[
i

s




p a4
ol el

1l 1

15 SOME-

THING THE

MATTER, MR.
HENDERSON?

e

— R

WASN'T
EDLCA-

YOUR
STRENGTH

Tl TOTHE T = -
2SN BArLe- ||| es ) | s
Elz Il FRONT/ ";;;g | |
zl N pownarE il 1
13|\ BLoop I 0
I Nz B L E =

TION

THAT

nwas
POWER-
LESS,,.

OOH, DID

YOU PICK
OUT YOUR
DRESS
FOR THE
GRADUATION |

PARTY? A

15

THERE
EVEN
GOING
TO BE A
\ PARTY?

FI

I WONDER
IF IT'S TRUE
v | THAT THEY'RE |
ooy sENDING |
AL BVERYONE WITH |
BAD GRADES
\ TO JON THE
A\ INFANTRY.

YOU'RE
LOOKING
<3 GRIM
TODAY.




7/ AFTER HOW
70 FORGET \ free o

ABOUT THAT
WORKED ON
2017 FoR HER EXAMS,

BOLT FOR
ANYA DESERVES
ONE DAY, A NICE REWARD!
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WE'RE GIVING
THE STUDENTS OF
MINGLE BEFORE
WE REASSIGN
CLASSES BASED

EACH HALL MORE

OPPORTUNITIES TO
ON ACADEMIC

PERFORMANCE.

THIS A
CHANCE TO
ACQUAINT
YOURSELF
WITH
POTENTIAL

CONSIDER
CLASS-
MATES.




SR
g
et ﬂ:-::f"’

s e

IT's &0
COO00LD!

FEELS

LIKE A

BLIZZARD |5
BREWING.

SLEEP-
OVER
| PARTY!

THEY'VE |
CLOSED
THE ROADS
BECAUSE
OF THE
BLIZZARD?!

GUESS WE'VE
NO CHOICE
BUT TO FIND
SOMEWHERE
TO STAY THE




TR W "/l
B AN —7

h"

i 7 WHAT's
'1 TOO MUCH % 1 WRONG
B e 1l Practiene | © WITH YOUR

Z‘ TODAY?

AW, DON'T \
SAY THAT, |
THAT'S

7 mama X
HA! SHE
TOTALLY

, SHE
MUST'VE  proBaBLY
HAD TO SPENT ALL
FILL HER  LER MONEY
BELLY WITH ON A
ERASER  press AND
SHAVINGS, COULDN'T
AND NOW AFFORD
SHE'S TO EAT
SICK, POOR TODAY.
THING.

HEY, YOU
WANNA
EAT THIS
PENCIL
TOO?

| TIME FOR |
| DANCE |
- PRACTICE! |

| ABOUT ; 1
| MAKING | e

UP WITH |
DAMIAN?!

ma oo
\ s/LL10n



PAMIAN'S
RIGHT! SHE
MUST'VE
CHEATED!

THERE'S
NO WAY
THAT
IN ANY
SUBJECT...

SHE DID NOT. \¥ . &&
ANYA ALwaYs & 3.

GETS GREAT
SCORES ON
CLASSICAL
LANGUAGES
QUIZZES.

(‘, GREAT
JOB, ANYA!
CONGRATS

ON THE
STELLA!




7 & 7 =
\_H |

"OUR
woMmeN's W |
VEFENSE | [ WHO ARE YOU S
AUXILIARY M\ WRITNG TO? |-~ T
TRANNG B | s
5 OVER,

AND NExT ML .

WEEK WE'LL ™ [1/
FINALLY [ |

BE SENT |
weerr | IMNOT”

TELLING .. == i
you! | E— £
GO TO _ e |l
SLEEP! /= . o | |

GAH! T
CAN'T
START

TwitH B

"BELOVED" ||

\ON THE
207TH, I'M
SCHEDULED |
70 DEPARTON|
0‘ THE 8 AM.

TRAIN FROM
BOUTSEN
STATION, "

\TF YOU HAVE
TIME, I HOPE
| You'tL coMe
| SEE ME OFF.
THERE'S
SOMETHING
I WANT 70
TELL YOU."

| | BB mmmmpen Bl mbSe o

g

WHO THE

Ll i, o W § | HER SHE
e oo ,—/ PID HER

| ==  TRAINING COULD |
] AT = opFicerRNOT  WRITE [
e Ay = THE HELL e EXPLAIN THIS?
WW/ og;;l gF | THAT TIMES

) | AND PLACES

i{_\_'f,,j' '-I . Al
"Q ! ™~/
)

= LETTER. ARE sTRICTLY | VP |

CONFIDENTIAL?!/

LUINBELIEVABLE.
SPIES AROLIND
EVERY CORNER

IN THIS DAY
A AND AGE,

' e AND SHE'S
e . MAILING
-\ OFF HER
£ .5 2\ ITINERARY!




AND T
FIND THAT
MOST
ELEGANT!

PERFECTLY
HONEST, T
HAVE NO
IDEA.

ST T T

THE CHIL-

DREN ARE

EXERCISING
THEIR OWN
INITIATIVE IN

ORDER TO
ACHIEVE...
SOMETHING.

/BLE!
SHE'S
NOT
WAVERING
IN THE
SLIGHT-
EST!

And with such
a difficult+
pose!

WHAT 15
GOING
ON, MR. |
HENDER- [y !

| | 1\ iy III-II'III.In g i ‘."l
II RRRTL \ || I', II| III I | \\ II'. IIIlI II II' “E :‘;'::: \\ | #r
I| R I.I 'I I|I II'. 4 0 ! I " .‘““‘I‘\\\\ :

THIS ISN'T

THEY'RE
DROPFING
LIKE FLIES.




WHAT THE )
HECK?! |
WHY HER?!
I DON'T
ACCEPT

THIS
WHOLE
COMPETI-

| TioNwas |
&)\ YOUR IDEA! /|

WITH FIVE
CORRECT
ANSWERS,
THE
WINNER
/S ANYA
FORGER!

l‘ 1

.| vo-over!}. 88
l1caLa| &S
\DO-OVER! | W [ |

WHAT
DD I
SHE  JusT
WON IT  TELL
FAIR AND YOU?

SQUARE. r_/
"

eSS P RS ey

LT 1T
{%ﬁ'l’r‘ o dl
s

— A

THAT WAS
AMAZ/ING,
ANYA!
yay!







Vo ONE |
CARES WHAT |
YOU THINK! |~

SOMEONE [ WHAT DID T
- wng 7%@;} N o JUST SAY? THERE

_ ARE ALL SORTS
OF TRICKS THE
KILLER COULD

HAVE USED FROM

WITHIN THE
LOBEY.




YOU DID A
WONDERFLIL
JOB, ANYA.

I WORKED S0
HARD ON THAT FIRST
CLASSICAL LANGUAGE
TEST THAT I KIND OF

This is Y=
incredible, \\

 THAT'S HOW DOZED OFF DURING
. MUCH VALUE THE MATH TEST
 THERE IS IN THE AFTERWARD...
. PACT THAT SHE I was so tired.
. EARNED THIS
| STELLA THROUGH
ACADEM/C

ACHIEVEMENT.
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AND A

GOOD DAY
TO YOU, MR.
HENDERSON.

OH, A
LITTLE BIRD -
MENTIONED | EAL?(L:A%
SOMETHING P >
H 21 MORNNG
THIS 15.

T UNDERSTAND
YOU AND YOUR
PARTNER MADE
QUITE THE
DARLING
COUPLE AT
THE DANCE!

NO SURPRISE,
WITH SO MANY
I DO STUDENTS
APPREC]- AT HOME FOR

SMALLER BREAK,
LOADS OF
LALUNDRY!




Vo220
2 ‘@Q

ANOTHER 30 MINUTES OF
PLEASANT INTERCLASS
CONVERSATION, TO BE

FOLLOWED BY DANCING.

/ WE WILL NOW HA vﬂ

B

i NEEAX hAam-tha<

IF YOU'VE A CLOSE
FRIEND, OR THERE'S A

NOW, I TRUST
THAT EXERCISE
HAS HELPED TO
BREAK THE ICE
AND LEFT YOU
INTRIGUED BY
SOME OF YOUR
SCHOOLMATES

SCHOOLMATE WHO’s

CAUGHT YOUR EYE,
THIS 15 A GOOD CHANCE || ¢ T
7O INVITE THEM —(=lr
TO DANCE. A= \

WANT TO
DANCE

MRS,
Jooy, |
WiLL YOU |
DANCE
WITH
ME?!

EILEEN?

= FROM OTHER |}
CLASSES.
| i | | =1 | |

i flsju |
Il I UL

/ &__ﬂﬁ = ‘:f. N .I'\] l

) \\;ﬂ T AL G

[ sorry, BUT

-\ TOGETHER, |

I ALREADY
PROMISED
KEN THAT I'D
DANCE WITH




I SUPPOSE QUESTION 2/
IT's C_?;L,{E %gg THAT MAY WHICH IS THE
JUST A HOW 1S THE GIVE AN FINER TEA? ONE
RLULER! SHOULD ADVANTAGE 16 BREWED WITH
: WE FINER TO THE TEA LEAVES
HOW FINE KNOW GEOMETRY || | STUDENTS FORMERLY
CouLe It 7! SET OF CECILE RESERVED FOR
BE?! SQUARE? HALL/ ROYALTY, THE
e ! @ OTHER 15 MR.
. HENDERSON'S
PERSONAL

BLEND.

" = i
o — e . —mmmm— e

AND NOW FOR
OUR FINAL GAME,
THE STELLA QUEST/
THE STUDENTS OF
EACH CLASS WILL
WORK rcz/esrgsz

TO BE THE FIRST
Rg’;?” TO FIND THE
/ SINGLE STELLA
Iclo/4 STAR LOCATED
Don't worry, !Nﬁozﬁ%[zjgo F

the stars
and bolts BOL 7'5_»"

b || are just soft
A\ replicas.

)
Al ALy JI.'- 'Im

X

—_ Iy
£, s = i

W
i
T
'l/,ﬁl\ﬂ."}_"
i

5 NAND |
ow, |
M THE
0 OVER-
| U ALL
irs| | LA | -
ILTON 'i i
HALL 5
/s '
THE ” i
Al WIN-
Am? i NER/
sec- ||/~
OND ||
PLACE, |b%
ViL- |[
LIERS
HALL/ | ——

TOTAL
POINTS

o~
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7] bow GLa
AN THAT)
HE'S SHFE.

IFONLY X
WEREN'T
Wi
7 VLE,

57

L PRAY HE & WAY HE FLTS

POESN'T,
 ERONT,

] oW T 3
ORE ™
& M
AMIAH

couLp
NOT CARE
LEgs, Rl
-

f| wow e
DISGUSTE
ME, o

|

ALL OF
SY-ON
BoY's

N ReLATIVES
Gl ARE SLICH

\ WE/IRDOS.

PEMETRIUS
HAS
ALWAYS
BEEN A
LITTLE

GEEZ. HE
SEEMS
LIKE A
CREEP!

I WAsS
S0 SURE THAT
PEMETRIHS
AND FATHER
HAD A CLOSE
RELATIONSHIP

HAVE
I BEEN
WRONG ALL
ALONG?




THAT WAS
NOTHING
JUST HOPING IMPORTANT.
TO GET SOME
WELL-WISHES
OuT OF YOU.
VW [ T MEAN, WE

Ml | HAVEN'T REALLY
| SPOKEN SINCE
WE FOLGHT...

WAVERING
COURAGE
S0 MUCH
AS I DD
IN THAT
MOMENT.

~

THANKS.

I WISH
YOU ALL
THE
BEST
GOING
FORWARD.

\

~

CON-
GRATU-
- l LATIONS,

< MARTHA.

\_
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=N\_ ITSELF.

¥

23

hE. A

ke

AND SO

LONG AS Y=y g iy ihhE

THAT DOUBT
PERSISTED,
HISTORY
WOLILD BE
DOOMED
TO REPEAT

BECAUSE WE
OURSELVES
ARE HIDING
OUR TRUE
INTENTIONS.

" AND T KNow Y
THAT SOLVING
DIFFERENCES

WEAPONS |5

EVENIF  \ "y
THERE WERE V' % |
REEO“RCES "‘:%‘h‘ %gﬂi‘t—% e

A

LEFT OVER... [ &80 .

EVEN IF
THERE WERE

GOVERNMENTAL |

REFORM OR A [}
TECHNOLOGICAL
INNOVATION, I
CAN'T IMAGINE
AN END TO

WITH DIALOGUE PpEACE AS
INSTEAD OF  MUCH As

WE'D
ASK, "WHAT >
IF OTHER K iliL
NATIONS HAVE [ 5%
KEPT SOME |+ 7

17
WEAPONS IN  [ifots

i

SECRET?" f© k-,

N//.

,

WE CAN
NEVER KNOW
THE TRUE
INTENTIONS
OF OTHERS.

4.

| T

! T
i J ]‘IJL””JIJ! {JJIE ﬁlui.ll 1 h]‘

OF
COUREE,
I DESIRE

TR
-g 1 . . :
1"_.0 & "e x,

E 41 o ' : 5 -_.1.."( ‘I

BUT | - .

WARRING| - -

JLIKE THIS| .
5 THE |-

BEST WE|, . -

HUMANS |77
ARE [

.| cAPABLE [

= L.
e

O
X




PEFENSE
AUXILIARY,
ASSEMBLE
IN THE

ANY OF PUE TO
YOU WHO CURRENT
ARE WILLING BATTLEFIELD
TO SERVE ON CONDITIONS,
THE FRONT THE OSTANIAN
LINES SHOULD PEOPLE'S ARMY
VOLUNTEER! IT'S IS ASSEMBLING
AN INCREDIBLE A NEW WOMEN'S
HONOR TO COMBAT
SERVE IN THIS BATTALION!

CAPACITY!

I WANT YOU ALL
TO THINK LONG AND
HARD ABOUT THE
PEOPLE YOU CARE
ABOUT AND WHAT
MIGHT BECOME OF
THEM. T EXPECT
YOUR DECISIONS
TONIGHT.

e B
5 g H e
a i S
& i :
El g g

o Ul FigUTING B
/ AT THE
B I KNOW! J‘
| DON'T ] WE HAVEN'T | FRONT?
HAD ANY THERE'S [ \V
SERIOUS NO way! |}

COMBAT
TRAINING!




WELL, IT'S
STILL A GREAT
ACHIEVEMENT.

AHEM...
AS A

CONGRATS! Di’fﬂ?"’;& THAT'S
EXPECTED || STELLA!
WAY 70

GO/

- T,

ARGH,
ME TOO!
NINTH IN
SCIENCE!

EVEN MAKE
THE TOP TEN
IN LANGUAGE

STUDIES.

THERE.
THE TOP
SCORER

ON THE

o\ aassica
< \LANGUAGE

K1 BIE | TRy
£ i e LT
Sl = =, (s
i i f e
3 ,.;d = 3 Jef
B e S
2 fa i JE
= | ! &,
- L
[ - |
i !/ {

.f,.fr
/l__}?/

e T3 |2
X MNLTEU 1% |=

TELLING
YOU,
IT'S NOT
GONNA
BE YoU.

TONITRUSES
| MAN! YOU
= . | corTHE
\ || SCORE IN

FOR OUR
GRADE!

WHAT?!
FIFTH
HIGHEST IN
LANGUAGE
STUDIES? T
WAS SO000
CLOSE!

AS

NOW, WHY
DON'T WE ALL
TAKE A LOOK

AT THE TOP

CLASSICAL

LANGUAGE
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, TAKE
ANYA BACK

YOR

¥ 2 |

-1 5 532
=R eiaie (|

——— EII

Y HITHY
WIS ZV¥ SoVv3IF3IS \ |
EEERY: SR
e3 T =E2 o |

!
-

T'LL ALSO
NEED A
LIGHTER

AND SOME
THREAD
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MisS
MAR-
| RiOTT!

and get

dressed! YOU MAY NOT

HAVE PRACTICE
TODAY, BUT THAT
DOESN'T GIVE
YOU THE RIGHT
TO GOOF OFF!

WHAT'S
GOTTEN INTO
YOU TODAY?
YOU'VE ALWAYS
BEEN SUCH
AN EARLY
BIRD!
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G
THE SHELTERS, —qt .
CHILDREN! T'LL \\%\\
R
NOT TOLERATE '
H
DAWDLING JuUsT N
L BECAUSE IT'S *
/
= A DRILL!
=
-
? L
% ;

AS A
7/ you
TEACHER, o aNoW WIAT
YOU'RE { 1 HearD? |
EXEMPT 1 THEY'RE
FROM THE /1 DOING HUMAN
EXPERIMEN-
DRAFT, TATION ON
RIGHT? PO.W.'s!
WHAT?
REALLY
7! AND T '
WONDER _ WERE
DEFERRED
HOW MUCH
FROM THE
LONGER DRAFT
EVEN THAT NOT !
W'ﬁ.;ﬂg L0 exempr,

...[F ONLY
FOR THE
BRIEFEST
OF
MOMENTS.

oo

-

': WSP | A scHooL

vip You
HEAR THAT

WP

IN TURINDIA
GOT
BOMBED?

- you
=1 KNOW OLR
\ DORM'S

TUTOR IN

9] RESIDENCE?
O | T HEARD HIS
BROTHER
DIED IN THE
RAID.



BUT BY THE
TIME I RECOG-
NIZED THOSE
FEELINGS, IT

WAS 700 LATE.

A
b § JUMBLE OF
EMOTIONS
i SLURGED
s UpP FROM
SEE LLBUTT INS/DE ME,
YOou COULD AS [F
700.” NOT, AND I MIGHT
THE ONLY vomir
WORDS g THEM OUT.
I COLLD Wl
WERE... FORCE |
THEM
BACK
COWN

I WANTED
70 PROTECT
HER,

FOR THAT

WAS THE
LAST
LETTER
I EVER

RECE/VED - -

MARTHA.

FROM

"I DO NOT KNOW IF )
IT WILL BRING YOU " OIRgAIED 5W|SH
ANY COMFORT, BUT pronin 5W|SH
T HAVE WIPED THIS
you. IT 15

LETTER WITH THE  [2C- 50

TEA LEAVES YOU ST ey
LOVED 60 MUcH. T~ THAT _ Z ( 8y

CAN ONLY PRAY THaT  YOU EAT Y

THEIR AROMA STILL
ENDURES UPON THE
BATTLEFIELD.”

BELOVED
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THAT I
COULON'T
KEEFP STEFP

WITH

THOSE
AROUND

ME...

o

OR SFARE
A THOUGHT

FOR THE
HEARTS OF
THOSE EVEN
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.\- i, T
Voo
e
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REFUSING

270 BEND
WHAT TRUE

\\;‘:

A \1\" i

0

N A

hi

W

...0OR
YOU'LL
NEVER BE
ALLOWED
IN A
CLASS-

AGAIN.

you
EITHER
CHANGE
YOUR
ATTITUDE
AND COME
OUT OF
THAT
CAGE...

YOU'VE DONE |

A FINE JOB

OF SULLYING
THE HENDER- |




HUH, IF YOU
LET'S SEE WANT TO GET ITLOOKS A

HOW HE LIKES  DAMIAN'S HEART LITTLE LIKE WHOoA! THAT
AN ANYA WITH PUMPING, MAYBE THE ONE 15 A WILDLY
A COOL, WE SHOULD TRY MAMA WEARS CHIC CHOICE!
GROWN-UP A RADICALLY 70 MURDER '

DIFFERENT PEOPLE!
APFPROACH.

YEAH! I'LL
MURDER HIM
S0 VEAD
WITH THIS
PRESS!

KILLING
HIM,
ANYA.

e B L)
.....

I R
7 But with lots
’J / Y of sparkly bits | TF YOU'RE GOING I WAS
¥ soHEStil [ FOR A GROWN-UP  THINKING T'D
- soer-ciass. | VIBE: THEN MAYBE GO WITH A
o e N ' I SHOULD WEAR  MORE ADULT
% SOMETHING  VIBE MYSELF,
CUTE FOR THE BUT NOW,
OCCASION.
EASY 4
WITH
THAT, / }t
YOUNG | R
MISS.

, WE'LL
HAVE YOUR

GOODBYE! (e | Dresses
SEE YOU <~ DELIVERED

TOMORROW, 1 R -\ INAFEW
ANYA! -\ Davs




= :
P

e
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PAPA, T
WANNA
DO THAT

i T
I

Vo] i;f

IS¢

STOP
RIGHT
THERE,
BOND-

MAN/

=

SO THE ROCKET
BASE REALLY
1S SOMEWHERE
ON THIS sNOWY
MOUNTAIN/

LET'S SEE

IF YOU CAN

MATCH MY
SKIING
SKILLS,

EVILDOERS!




BOSS

I\ Are you
|\ DRINKING?

g

HEY THERE,\
MAN. WHAT V7~

CAN'T BELIEVE
YOU'RE DRINKING
SOMETHING
SOUR.
YOU'RE SO
GROWN-UP!

A
GLASS OF
GRAPE-
FRUIT
JUICE.

= ' 4
I ] ’ [
I..I. |
i: |! |
1l
7

‘

YEAH, OF

4 COURSE THE

DO. I'M A
PESMOND,

REMEMBER?

]
il

\
Y

ALL THE
GIRLS FROM
THE OTHER

WHISPERING

WHEN THEY
SEE YOLL

b Sy —
=T il" I
|

CLASSES START E




v-nor wy \ L d
wouLp 17!
LIKE T WANT
| anvyranve

ARE YOU
GONNA INVITE
ANYONE TO

70 DO WITH DANCE, BOSS
SOME UdME MAN?
K/IDDIE
PARTY!

1 5
| I WOULD sUGGEST %\\
Jou BET WILL THAT YOU HAVE MUCH N\
T WiLL. LoTs | | DANCING svouLp || 1 TocANFROM | N
OF COUPLES || MAKE HIM AsK HIM | I | THE EXPERIENCE, MR. R,
HAVE FORGED | | LIKE MEZ \ 10 oancg, | | THEY [\ ovesmonp. INTHE A
c:t.og: ?ﬁ;% ANval © || PO?! A WORLD OF POLITICS,

DANCE

FlGOR!//

| DANCES SERVE R N\
| _ AS MAJOR SOCIAL N &
3\ EVENTS. [N\ :

]

SasNs=_r

=iy /
:i
L N OHAHA...
wow, N X 7HEN THIS
X 02/ NRE I couo
= BE A B/G
AMAZING
CLOSE
Bonp! | DANCER, M%‘ZNT
,’f ANYA! L DLIN B

HEY,
SY-ON
Boy...



I COM-

MITTED

AN ACT

1 OF INEL-
|EGANCE!

OF INEL-

EGANCE!

NO
RUNNING
INDOORS,
HENDER-
SON. You
KNOW
THAT.

|l||||||||ll|l-lll-m||||

4 THERE
A HAD BEEN
ENM/ITY

| WEST FOR
AS LONG

REMEMEBER.

BETWEEN -
EAST AND g

AS I COULD B

)

;*“%UM
N

——
I,

|

/N | MY BIGGER CONCERN,
| | HENDERSON, 1S THAT
YOU SEEM TO BE
BOYCOTTING YOUR
MILITARY TRAINING
COURSES! KEEP IT
UP, AND YOU'LL EARN
J YOURSELF THAT
Ny TONITRUS BOLT—
FOR SEDITION!

sl i HENRY

YOU MUST AND HIS
\ounisH our  ANPI  ERIENDS

' 6 MYSELF perpe-
| s RETALIATED 'raTED

TONITRUS BY STRIKING VIOLENCE
 BOLTS AT THEM BACK!

FALCO

AGAINST |
ME/!

NO END OF
TROUBLE

THERE'D BE ‘&lﬁlﬁ"‘ <

F I KICKED  [ALCOS
FAMILY 15
THAT
A VITALLY
BEEHIVE,
. IMPORTANT
SO LET'S
SUPPLIER OF
PRETEND
MUNITIONS
NOTHING
HAPPENED FOR THE
* MILITARY.

WHAT?!
BUT,
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(IER I i ! 1l i A l M
A | L
SECOND- |
HIGHEST I
SCORER A
- DEMETRIUS
DESMOND.

HIGHEST
SCORER
IN
PHYSICS.

N SECOND-
|| HIGHEST
| scorer
N
HISTORY.

i /JR [ SECOND-
g N HIGHEST
SCORER IN
HIS PRIMARY
FOREIGN
LANGUAGE.
HIGHEST
SCORER IN HIS
SECONDARY
FOREIGN
LANGUAGE.

UM, BOSS
MAN?
AREN'T YOU
COMING
BACK TO

y 1\ CLASS
I \WITH Us?
ITOLD \-~—=_

YOou,

GOON |
WITHOUT |




 DOESHEHAVEA
STRICT DAILY ROUTINE?.

OR /S THIS QUIZNOTA

.

TEST OF KNOWLEDGE, || HOW THE
 BUT ONE ABOUT

SURMISING DAMIAN'S HECK AM I
 FEELINGS?! EITHER SUFPFOSED
WAy, ONLY HIS DORM 70 KNOW
MATES WOULD KNOW- ,
 WHAT WAS SERVED, THAT 7
GIVING THEM THE

—

—

——

lll\

v

///

FIRST QUESTION!
AT BREAKFAST
TODAY, WHAT DID

)

VAMIAN REACH
FOR FIRST?

L

L

—
——

@

WRONG! ]
— \ j THAT MEANS D
oy A %\\T > ONION ] YoU SKIP UM I
| i iy = ,t THE NEXT e
\[[mm\ 'g SAND-/ 7 oA QUESTION! % SAL Z g
- N !
G
f

Y\
~HZ0RN=

COMMUTE TO
SCHOOL! 1
DON'T KNOW
WHAT'S ON
THE MENU!

THE BOSS : . HAH! T
maN'sso Z=ONTY oonNT
CONCERNED . s4y
ABOUT GROW- MU= "egop,”
ING TALL THAT ND
HE ALWAYS
DRINKS LOTS

|




......

i

_.———-_‘-_-.-.-

UM... AH...

WILL YOU
BE OKAY

I'LL DO MY WITH
BEST! (?) | SHARING A
ROOM?

e / ITe =
wr | And [ YOUR .
A |- [ Luck

= |

| allow [} pave oNE [

||pets. \ vacancy |-
[ 12\ LEFT. E

{

HUH? ] PP Yol
you ou... P= ¢l - ) & AN GUYS GET
DID BY THE

TOO BLIZZARD?

AND THE

CAKES THEY
SERVE IN THIS
LODGE ARE
FANTASTIC!

SHORTON
- KREDITZ
== COLLEGE THIRD-YEAR |———

THE POWDER
ON THIS
SLOPE 1S
THE BEST
AROLIND.

CAGE 21D

scHooL's |~/

Us? NO.

WE MAKE <
THETRPUP | ‘
HERE EVERY :

SKI

COLLEGE SECOND-YEAR

ADRAHMA
QUEEN

(AGE 20D

NEEDA JOBSOON
COLLEGE FOURTH-YEAR
CAGE 22

MAX SLACKER
COLLEGE THIRD-YEAR
CAGE 21




7!

!

L

ER...NOT
YOU'RE SO POOR

YOU HAD TO
LEARN FROM
YOUR PARENTS
I LEARNED
FROM A PRO! T
TOTALLY WIN!

AND HOW DID
YOU KNOW
ABOUT MY
DOG AND
THE POND,
ANYWAY?




MARTHA MARRIOTT
(AGE 16
TENTH-YEAR CFINAL YEAR
OF MIDDLE SCHOOL)

THE g =
BALLET I

. vownor |
"%ﬁﬁ;’ USE YOUR [

ARTFOR || 1
vy SucHBAsel | het

Awdy! PURPOSES!|
YOU NEED 1l
TO KEEP |

GOING

YOURSELF
wWroe |
Form! |

-3 Lttt

e e

i

THREW
A PUNCH
TOO, You

S

T0 HURT MU

MARTHA,
NO! HOW
CAN YOU
BEHAVE
LIKE
SUCH A

RUFFIAN?!

—

i ;I - ¥ .1
I .- - ‘h

NEXT TIME
I'LL UsE

| A PROPER

WEAPON.

WHAT

WERE YOU
THINKING,
MARTHA?!

N-NO! I'M
THE MASKED
WARRIOR
BALLERINA,
"LADY M...

WHAT
MANNER
OF
FOLLY

T KNOW
THAT!
OKAY, NO
MORE
FIGHTING
WITH
BALLET.




7 THAT'S  youmel WE NEED
] JusT THE ot || I VON'T SOMETHING
H LeVELOF come || WANT THAT WILL
| PASSION FINALLY PUSH
e o g DAMIAN OVER
LookiNG VAMIAN. THE EDGE.
FOR

SOMETHING
THAT'LL
REALLY

KNOCK HIM

DEAD.

ARE SOME
CONVENTIONAL A DRESS
STYLES THAT K/L ‘/
MIGHT sUIT 70 KILL
You...

OR MAYBE \&

A SHORTE
DRESS
FOR A

COOOGOOEN ciarming
LSO T Viee?
L0008 BG0BEON_

THAT'S CUTE
AND POOFY
IN A GIRLISH
SORT OF




I

WORKED
CON- HARD
GRATLJ— TO EARN
LATIONS, |
DEAR!

4 £03 f f

| THAT'S A
| TREASURE
| GREATER
| THAN
| EVENA >
-\ STELLA.

I HEARD
YOU GOT
YOUR STELLA
STAR! THAT'S
WONDERFLIL’

%

N,

| AND NOW
YOU'VE
LEARNED
..... “THE JOY
OF BEING
REWARDE
FOR /-/ARP

-/
LET'S  THE AWARD
N OKEY Y\ NOT — CEREMONY
DOKEY. STAY UP |5 EARLY

LATE.  TOMORROW.

=0
g
== TREASURE?
5M ARE YOU
s WILLING

Me YOUR
ESTATE?

AND ONE
BUT DAY YOU'LL
LEARNING EXPERIENCE
THAT IS A THE FRUS-
TREASURE TRATION OF
AS WELL. REALIZING
THAT HARD
WORK 1S
NOT ALWAYS
REWARDED.




PAPA MADE
ME PRACTICE
WITH HIM

... TAUGHT
BY A DANCE
INSTRUCTOR

THAT MY
FAMILY HIRED.

L Y
*ry g%

SEE? \ 4
IFYou |/
ACTUALLY ||

o d NOT oy vou

._ ALY WELL:

N ) CAN DO
X 2 II.-' BuT THIS I.', q‘,-
T TILL, 5 T ‘ﬁ(
!‘ﬂ“ﬂn—Aﬁﬂ

HE'S VERY
PASSIONATE. H LIKE A

CABOUT HIS  H pAssION-
MISSION.)




ONE S0 MUCH
/T WAS ME.

And my alibi is
flawless.

N\

AW 7
PAPA! G . \\\\\\\ ////%
mars  |AF N 1w swreH
meoNe! | S GEARS AND
rIGHT | M MAKE |T SEEM
THERE! LIKE A LOVERS' =

QUARREL AMONG. /|

KIDS.,

I'LL HAVE
ALL THREE
OF YOU
DEAD
BEFORE

i

\
%ﬂflﬂhuuu\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Ao
F o
s

'éi’ﬂ. £

o

7

éf’
/]

/27
0r

RN Y ;
".':"-'\:':\

-
. e

8K/ CLUB,
ALWAYS
RACKET AND
LEAVING THEIR
ROOMS A

............................

*
.........

)
-
............

....

.....
.................
.....
LN

PLAN TO MAKE
IT SEEM LIKE
SNOWMAN

THAT'S
9] 4)A

e

T

)

N

__////

| / WE'LL START |
NO WAY, | Tch! 27 HAVING
DUDE. T'M ACCOUNT FOR
HOLING LP CCOLNT 70
IN MY ROOM HER T
oLicE Ge ,«g.@ DINNER AND
PRs BeT OPENING




I.‘ .H:ﬂ l.

Il
LOSE
EVERY-
THING!

IFI
DON'T FIGHT
70 PROTECT
WHAT LITTLE

I HAVE LEFT,
I'M GOING TO
LOSE IT ALL!

-
LISTEN, I DON'T |
V YOU MUST RECALL
/ WITHDRAW ASKING
/ FROM THE YOU TO
THAT'S AUXILIARY PROTECT
eNouGh. |/ AT ONCE!

/\/




RITING

29

¥
FL?P-"P*'
r:-,LaE:l
| ;.‘.I.'.;._;;.eﬁ.I .

= |
o

il Luganry
YOU'RE
LISTENING
l=1 TO OBC. AND
; NOW, THE
|| DAYTIME
z|! NEWS.
g( I CAN'T PARLIAMENT
e SEEMS n
5 BELIEVE POISED TO -
1% YOU'RE LOWER THE -
[E: HERE, MINIMUM |
e A |
YEARS... - E 3
THERE'S A
PERSONNEL
SHORTAGE
DUE TO THE
WAR, SO THEY
SHORTENED SHOULDN'T
THE DEGREE You STILL
PROGRAM BE AT
BY HALF A UNIVERSITY?

YEAR.

BUT ALL THEY \wlEN RADIO
LATELY 15 ki THIS WAR
INTRODLUICED, OF UNIFICA- GUESS
INELEGANT T BELIEVED TION WILL TIMES ARE
FILTH IT WOULD ALLOW Us TOUGH
INTENDED SERVE Rl EVERY-
TOSTRUP 15 ygL 4| 72 oEv WHERE...
O HELP _ HE DEVIL
ANGER AND  gpLicATE AND SPAWN OF
HATRED. INFORM. gﬁ_ ;viﬁ;
' FOR—




THAT WAS
WHAT MY
FATHER,

AN
EDUCATOR,
HAD
TALIGHT

HIMSELF

An ImP&l"'ia!
Scholar...

— |
© GEN-
TLE-

WMN' I

‘BE
EVER

ARE YOU

SLIRE
gy . OuRE YOU'RE THE
= Wanediicy ELEGANT
/
S CLAPPER!

SPECIAL AND
PRIVILEGE YOU'RE
GRANTED | NUT/ THE

0 S ]| saLLE-
IMPERIAL [ AN 44 | | RINA...

SCHOLARS, Riily
BUT ONLY
BEFORE
CLASS.



ey
TOA |/ .
CERTAIN .

",

ot

PORTION = BUT s SR I'M S0 SORRY, 2
OF EDEN ’ : 4 BOYS, BUT I'M
ACADEMY’S |/ | e S : AFRAID I'M NOT E:
STUDENT |4 [ : INTERESTED IN [

BODY OF CHILDREN.
NOTABLE

HEIRS AND
HEIRESSES

O
L

'a*a"s s

SN
Ny
N

..THE CLASS
GALA IS
NOT JUST
A DANCE
PARTY...

THIS IS
PRECISELY

P e IR

‘| PARENTS AND Fi
Gl GUARDIANS | e '
ARE NOT o o 5 I 05 .':'.: sor
ENCOURAGED | i iins Qe e t BUT A
TOATTEND |osicr i | BATTLE-
7 N | FIELD
e OF PO-
LITICAL P\
MANEU-
VERING. §i

1|)|l|\

{ you wisH,

SWEETIE. VAMIAN,

YOU MUST
DANCE
WITH MEe!

mrim | HE WANTS
=nT L TO DANCE
i WITH ME,
RIGHT?

OMH,
[ DAMIAN,
|  HEL-
\| LOOO!
\ ©

MY FAMILY
IS WORTH
MORE THAN
BOTH OF
YOURS
COMBINED.

-

A

-
-

—
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EXCUSE ME, TOLD You, |\\ YOU'RE AS

MISS ANYA | THIS AIN'T |47 | POPLILAR

FORGER... WORTH THE AS EVER,
HASSLE.

YOu HAVE

IWANT 70 | o rzogz grry
KNOW SO \ | 5
MUCH MORE |/ AN NA Y A TH 7';6/5
ABOUT Yo, / co:;,% E
oonor | N3 - 4. B svoneo
ME WITHA | < (W ourime |
DANCE? - HEBUS |

— e ME TOO!

.i 1 cﬁ ONLY — OU NOOOO, | | o es o I WANT A
| 5 HADN'T 1T Looks || “DR -7 SRR e
A paNcE it e, BEOHT T YOUR BIGGEST
: HAVE ANYA FANS, MISS
WITH H TovaNce  sTOLEN FORGER!

d WHOEVER % THE OTHER AWAY _ ‘
i | SHE ; DAY! FROM

8 wANTS! AS B Ytk

WA

=2 NOT ONE -

.

2

1l

WOW, LOOK
AT THE
WEIRDOS
LINING UP. NO
ACCOUNTING
FOR TASTE,
HUH?
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...FOR

HEARING THE

EARNEST

ARGUMENTS
1 oFrmyYoune | ____

STUPVENTS.

AT THAT
TIME, I
HAD NO

FATIENCE

THANK YOU,
MR. PESMOND.
NOW, TO
ARGUE IN THE
AFFIRMATIVE

I haven’t

been eating,

I've not

been
very well

and lately...

myself.

MR. HEN-
DERSON,
YOU HAVE L
A LETTER! |

You're teaching at |

school, and all the

students are holding

hands in a cirele around

you. But I'm crying

because my hands are

filthy, and I can’t

Join everyone.
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| SPECIAL THANKS LIST

-CLASSIFIED- I

|

A’Rf ‘ASSISTANCE

| SATOSHI KIMURA KAZUKI NONAKA '

MAFUYU KONISHI HIKARI SUEHIRO

GRAPHIC NOVEL DESIGN

HIDEAKI SHIMADA ERI ARAKAWA |

>

'GRAPHIC NOVEL EDITOR . i7"

KANAKO YANAGIDA

. + . i 3 "‘c S ”‘. ki '. ., . “ i . § .
i " L] ‘t..‘ .4 L] ‘ L] \ ‘OI - c.
MANAGING EDITOR . e T e
L) i L] i. .‘.‘.c- t". ¥ ‘ * gt > .“l O- 'li P
% - . . ] -
= * . ® o T ] S " . L] . LIS "...'
- o Rt A -

SHIHEI LIN

I'M CONSTANTLY DISAPPOINTED IN FRAGRANCES AND BATH SALTS AND
SUCH THAT CLAIM TO BE “FOREST SCENTED,” BECAUSE THEY NEVER SMELL
ANYTHING LIKE A FOREST. I'M LOOKING FOR SOMETHING EVOCATIVE OF
NATURE, LIKE GRASS AND EARTH, BUT THEY ALWAYS HAVE THESE WEIRD
FANCY SCENTS.

I YEARN FOR THE FOREST.

I WANT TO GO TO THE FOREST.

~TATSUYA ENDO -
|[EYES ONLY|

[EYESONLY] -.  READ &BESER6¥




THAT
MOMENT
WAS THE

FIRST TIME
I SAID
"ELEGANT. "

I, ON THE
OTHER HAND,
LOST A FEW
FRIENDS
DUE TOMY
OUTEURST,
WHICH
EARNED
ME THE
NICKNAME
MR,
ELEGANT.”

AS A
TRANSFER
STUUENT,
SHE D BEEN
WIDELY
/GNORED,
BUT HER
PERFORMANCE
WON HER
MANY NEW
FRIENDS,




§
g

|
|
ff—“WQQ“} Ay
Z\ =,
ISN'T ALL . :
BLACKED AH. P . EéiIT\_/éER A
ouT AGAIN. ||| THANK % 5 [ e
I couLp YOU. s
BARELY MAKE D}
ANYTHING E
OUT OF THE . S —
LAST ONE. ||

ANOTHER

LETTER
FROM

MARTHA.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

T AW 80 [
sl THAT'S [
il UWHY' ‘

-----
LR
-----
-----
.....
ooooo
tttttt
------
------
-----
.....
-----
ooooo

L A )
'\\\ I+ may be
;3% some time
A\ pefore I can
| m return, but I
2 Lj“‘o’(,, will continue
, Eﬁf;_ writing
? TUous. letters so you
4 don’t grow

---------

g =to] M

------------------------------------------

I'm writing to [

you from someplace |:::::::

far from Berlint. |

.\ In my last letter, T |
wrote many things |
o L\ | Iwasapparently |:ii:
vy e not supposed to. i
dnd My C.0. was furious. |:::::
\oe = b e it

--------------
--------------
.............

-4
G B B::

I cannot share |||

much detail, but =.
_‘ there is fno end to =
my duties here.
Nevertheless,
my spirits
remain high.

Have you
grown used to
teaching? Poes
| The new school
year look to
be a good
one? Are you
continuing the
tea parties?
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WHO ELSE
CoULp
IT BE?!
HE WAS
STAEBED
WITH A
FROZEN
CARROT!

saw @

WHAT ARE
YOU BABELING
ABOUT?!
CALM

MURDER
s ALL!

ALTHOUGH
THEY
DIDN'T
KNOW IT

.~THIS FIRST
ATTACK
WAS BUT
A TRAGIC

PROLOGUE
TO FAR-
GREATER

HORRORS.




MARTHA, I HAVE
RECENTLY BEEN
PLACEPD IN CHARGE
| OF MIPDLE SCHOOL
STUPENTS. THE

INSOLENT ONES
REMIND ME OF
YOU. THEY ARE
GIVING ME NO END
OF TROUBLE.

7| MARTHA, DINING
] WITH YOUR FELLOWS
w1 16 A VALUABLE WAY |

TO STRENGTHEN |

BONDS OF AMITY
AND EXPAND ONE'S

ﬂ@% T o
w-iri“;k-

[

OWN VIEWS.

... THIS CORRE-
SPONDENCE MADE
FOR AN ADEQUATE
REPLACEMENT
FOR OUR TEA
PARTIES.

—1
RECEIVED
LETTERS

LESS AND
LESS
FREQUENTLY.

Dear Henry, my C.O.
praised my performance
the other day. If they
give me enough star
medals, I wonder if

Il become an 4+
Imperial Soldier? %
Ah, how | miss old

Eden Academy.

AR e
- o — G

Henry, the other
day a handsome
guy in my regiment
asked me out fo
dinner. Whatever
shall I do?

FOR A
TIME

a "://_yb .

i
sl




HAVEN'T
BEEN
| ANY THIS [3
1 MONTH. |—

AT SOME
POINT, MY
VESIRE
70 HEAR
FROM HER
BECAME A
YEARNING.

THE LONGER
THIS DRAGS ON,

THE GREATER [
THENEgD TO |
ADURESS THE
PLUMMETING
GIRLS HAVE MORALE AT
BEEN GIVEN | \ THE FRONT...
RUDIMENTARY
COMBAT
TRAINING,

HAVE THEY

MILITARY
/S EVEN
DOMINATING
Y = § = MY SOCIAL
= N\ || #4Frars
of I | = THESE
DAYS...

WE JusT
ALL T CAN NEED TO

PROMISE IF WE
5 10 vessace Y THE
| RUNITBY THIS SIXTH
rFyou \ \ COMMAND. PROPERLY, poi-aoe 0
B IT COULD i rhpRAW.

DO DEPLOY \
THEM, PLEASE} =

LETUs AT | EVEN HELP
BERLINT NEWS 0 BOOST

BRﬁET;gcRE-{E ' o MORALE!




CK.

COME BACK.

FERVENTLY
PRACTICING
AT DANCE.”

I HAVE BEEN

"FOR MY PART,

COME EA4

.

.,.
" At

TROUBLE,
SIR.

WE

CAN CONTINUE

CLOCK
NEWS
FROM

!

TWELVE

o

/“—-——-—-_.__
AND
|| NOW THE

"SO THAT
WHEN You
OUR DANCE
FROM THE
GRADUATION

RETURN

Y, OUR

'ItAT
WHICH
POINT,

THERE'S
SOME-
THING T
you.”

MINTH.

WISH TO
SAY TO
ACCORDING
TO AN AN-
NOUNCEMENT
FROM THE

ARM
FORCES HAVE
MANAGED
TO BREAK
THROUGH
THE ENEMY'S
ENCIRCLEMENT
IN THE CITY

OF

R AT
TERRIHIRIIRISIRGRIA RIS,

] %00 %0 %0 % %0 00 %0 %0 % %0 %0 % Y6 % % 20 Y% %",
| BRSROQRIL5IRIHRIRIEE

| BRSCORIIRIIIRIIRIRIEIRIRRIA!

*

I "
COME

unﬂ%//////////,s\\\\\\\\\\\\\%\x\\% | R
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|||

R
mnu =
i
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T ER00RIIERIRIERIIRRIIERSN
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R0
TP PP E O I P I IO I I 0.0.0.9.9:9,

li

LMWMWH

e

THE 99TH
REGIMENT,
INCLUDING THE
NEWLY FORMED
WOMEN's
COMBAT UNIT,

ARE BEING

g L L S L R L g T U L S g L L
0020002020020 267 % %% 20 %0 % 2% 220 %%
26 D0 I 2 0 0 3 3 0 e e 9 0 0 K D

PCIIOCHIIHIEIH I
GRRRIRIARRR IR RGRIK N
1%0%0%6%6%6%96%0%0%0%0%6%6%6%6%5%0a% %0050

LAUDED FOR
THIS VICTORY..

COME BACK.
COME BACK,
COME BACK.




== ot Ty SOMEWHERE NEAR THE
' EAST-WEST BORDER >

REALLY,
THIS IS
FOR THE
BEST.

7




!

WANT TO
GRADUATE
LIKE THIS

NN TR

WONDERIN
IF YOU'D
DANCE WITH
ME AT THE
GRADUATION
PARTY?

OF
WE

'

WELL
COURSE! 1

MEAN,
ARE STAYING | 2

TOGETHER
AFTER WE
\ GRADUATE!

;.
%
%
4



;’_ F -_"-__,."’_
e

s ey

THE PRICE OF \
IMPORTED TEA IS \<
SKYROCKETING,
S0 T COULDN'T
AFFORD THE
LEAVES FOR MY
BLEND. YOU'LL
HAVE TO
MAKE DO.

EW...THE }-
TEA TODAY (~_
IS BITTER! | <~

! *<NOW,|I I
e THINK T
' USED TO

SHOULD WE
REMAIN ON

THE PATH OF

WAR, IT MaY /
SPELL THE
END OF OUR

LITTLE TEA
PARTIES.

THE RIGHT \ .
TO HOLD
THESE TEA
PARTIES WILL
FALL TO YOU.
WORK HARD
YOU CAN TO BECOME  REGARD-
KEEP THE AN IMPERIAL  Lgss, T
TRADITION SCHOLAR, AND  WILL BE

ALIVE THEN SEEK  GRADUAT-
WITH YOUR PERMISSION ING
FRIENDS. FROM YOUR  gHORTLY.

TEACHER.




BUT MAYBE
HE REALLY
/8 JUST o
700 BUSY |
NOWADAYS?

ANYA HATH
RETURNED!




| TIME'S

.....

i SEND US A

FEEL LIKE  }:if MAN, THIS |
YOU'RE GONNA [l |18 CRAZY! ||
|\ BARF, AND T'LL [:"*] YOU DON'T []
2| RUN UP WITH A [ NEED TO [
sl BUCKET! [\ DO THIS! [

I'M SORRY, S
DAMIAN. THIS M4y \.--;
NOT HAVE BEEN AS
FAIR AND SQRUARE
AS YOU THINK, BUT
PLEASE, DO GET
CLOSER TO ANYA!

PANCE WITH
Us 100,
PAMIAN!

EVEN IF IT IS

AFTER HER!

BOSS

HEeY!
THAT'S
[ S0
A\ RUDE!

..........

"

Ay 1

C o ¥ 3 |I
Sy ":*I N F | 2 4 ; P - 'f-
: Je . \::\ =K; g %M\/{ %f: ’_-l-; gﬁlﬁg [ . L
\::'e . N Y b i ! II' \ |
L IH 4 q" l“ R ‘ L II'

AH, THIS
DOES
BRING

BACK

FOR
oLD

SAKE. £ )\







S0 W
emH%%T
MYWMTN
o
AUOA#W%

Z X T

v

FOR DAYS.

AND ANYA’'S ROOM
STANK OF FISH




OH, YOU.
WE'RE A LONG
WAY FROM
OUR NEAREST
NEIGHBOR, AND
YOU KNOW IT.

SPOUSSA

HOSTMAN
OWNER'’S WIFE
(AGE 55)

CARE NOT TO

s K DISTURB THE
- NEIGHBORS
o= = THIS TIME,
ol ' SHALL WE?

LET'S TAKE

RODGER

HOSTMAN
LODGE OWNER
(AGE 58

/ AND You
-/ Awavs |
1 CAUSE sUCH J-i

ARUCKUS [l [

WHEN You [|
=\ DO PAY US
A VISIT!

| .i\

TRUTH IS, \
THERE'S AN
OLD LEGEND
THEY TELL
IN THESE
PARTS...

PORTER PARTHEIMER
LODGE EMPLOYEE
(AGE 24

I JUsT CALLED N
TO TOWN HALL, AND
THEY'RE PRETTY
CONFIDENT THEY'LL
HAVE THE ROADS
CLEARED BY NOON
TOMORROW.

LET'S
HOPE
THEY'RE
RIGHT.

o

GUY LUVSTASKI
AVID SKIER
CAGE 31D

HACK SCRIVER
TABLOID WRITER

(AGE 44




OH WELL,
I GUESS
@ Ims sTILL

PROGRESS.

T T &

\\\\\\\\

---------

''''''

| ANYA AND DAMIAN
| FRIENDSHIP LEVEL:
+100




™

YOU CAN'T
LET THEM
INTIMIDATE
YOU, ANYA!

STEP ONE IS
TO CULL THE
WEAKEST
COMPETITORS.

........
22
- -

CLAPPING
SCARE-
CROW
ENDUR-
ANCE

IF YOU

DANCING

LOSE YOUR
BALANCE  ONCE THE BELZ%%'ER iilv
AND TOUCH  WHISTLE RHYTHM
THE FLOOR,  BLOWS, BEFORE WE
YOU'RE ouT!  You WILL JUDGE YOUR
IF YOUR STAND ON WORTHINESS
CLAPPING |15  ONE FOOT you MusT |
OFF RHYTHM, AND CLAP PROVE THAT |
YOU'RE ouT!  ALONG YOU POSSESS |
| We'LL oo THIs  TO THE A SUFFICIENT
\ UNTIL HALF ~ RHYTHM. LEVEL OF
OF YOU ARE BOTH!

2\ ELIMINATED.

.....................................
.......................................
................................................
R A PR R R R R TR 0000000 W o W SRR R SR I 0 G N R
...........................................
...........




T'LL SEW
YOUR
TIPPETS

BACK ON,

TO DETERMINE
IF YOU ARE
WORTHY TO BE
PAMIAN'S DANCE

PARTNER...

THAT, SHOULD
SEALYTNO, ONE /S
BEATING ME IN AN

A

INEORMATION WAR,

EARNED
THAT
WIN!

70 THE
VICTOR
GO THE
SPOOLS!

GRACE IN
HER BODY!
Heh! =1

({f— Huh...

1//'
_/
."l
T I——

B
By ‘-
\ LY

THIS WHOLE
THING IS
STUPID! THAT
GIRL DOESN'T
HAVE AN
OUNCE OF

((
g.

— N\

AND IN

THIRD

PLACE,
NUMBER

13!

AS THE NAME
IMPLIES, IT'S
A QUIZ ABOUT
PAMIAN!
THE FIRST
PLAYER TO
SCORE FIVE
CORRECT

ANSWERS
WINS!

Hit the
buzzer when
you know
the answer!
Don't get
it wrong, or

there's a

penalty!

<

FOR
THE FIVE
REMAINING
COMPETI-

TORS,
WE HAVE
ONE FINAL
CHAL-
LENGE.

e YOU
MUsST
WIN AT
THE UL~
TIMATE
DAMIAN
Qurz!







IT'S TEARING
THE FLAPPY

NN

WHAT'S
MORE
FLEXIELE

OH MY
GOSH,
IT'S HER

She excels
at weird
movements!

SHE'S IN
SIXTH! DO
I NEED 7O
INTERFERE

AFTER ALL?!

THAN AN >
INCH-
WORM?!((CLO

BITS OFF
YOUR DRESS!
AND YOUR

FACE, ANYA! |l FORCE! |
YOUR FACE! WA i

I 4 A A W S~ & 7 &

A\ - /;

THE FINAL
PHASE IS THE
INCHWORM
CRAWL! GET
INTO YOUR

DO WITH b
FLEXIB/L- __ _ Y, SLEEPING BAG
e/ . -’ AND CRAWL TO
' THE GOAL!

DOES TH/
HAVE TO

R
ANYA'S
USUALLY SO
SLUGGISH. ..
I DON'T
KNOW IF
SHE CAN

DO THIS!




/" ten YOU'LL \

ISN'T THAT

MY DRESS FIND ME \ o THE GIRL WHO
GORGEOUS, A MUCH PUNCHED You?
DAMIAN? TAKE MORE 1 WELL, IT'S NO

REFINED

A LOOK! IT'S 1 WONDER YOU'D
"\ PARTNER,

HAUTE COUTURE |
FROM
PEACHFILM.

REFUSE HER!

Ly o R R e e R )

DANCE

WITH ME AND I WON THE
I PROMISE, MISS TODULER
YOU WON'T PAGEANT AT |
REGRET I[T. MY NURSERY

HEEss ViE SCHOOL, You

ALL KNOW
THAT I'M

THE RIGHT
CHOICE!

FORM A
SINGLE
FILE LINE,

LADIES.




NRAN A

o W 1 - II .Y : \.l % i ; :
| . .\ ! Ny 1
3 \ - |
i ( { ‘ |
: - . | |
\ | | | |
f ) | : ﬂ-‘
ks ' ‘ ;
[ - ‘ - I | I ‘
] ! \ - |
\ F, l ‘- ; - ‘l
A,
%
’ T :

\

w““'“: A ' o
| ' f GREAT,
THIS IS
S000
EASY.
CHECK IT
ouT!

\ ll ,

> \. / “
_ YOURE [~ |

- 7 Frr DOING \..I\i |

S

p Dl
L2
._//

7

o

ANYA,
THAT'S
AMAZING!

ANYA,
you
DID IT!




YOou MACE

SACRIFICES
OF THEM!

SACRIFICED
THEIR LIVES
FOR THIS
RIPICdLOoUS
WAR!

IFI

e

- - ‘._-
RS

A )

%

YOU INTEND
TO USE
EVEN THEIR
DEATHS AS
PROPAGANDA

L TR

3
QV‘ LT,
* uﬁﬂ"‘

PRAG THAT
TRAITOR OUT
OF HERE.
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TIME ANV
PLACE OF
THE NEXT

OH! NOwW I
KNOW THE
ATTAC

l

S

; LET
GO EXPLORE
AROUND THE
KITCHEN'S
BACK DOOR
AT ELEVEN

FPAPA
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|
o e __//c;ﬁ
L g ET MAY || EVENT WILL
I THE BEST PIT THE
ABOUT CLASS WIN, © CLASSES
STUPID =\ | cHAIRMAN'S 3 m & @ AGAINST
CRAP LIKE N 7 SON DAMIAN! : - . EACH
i Y 4 @ ” OTHER IN A
QUIZ COM-
s ‘ '@' ﬁ k PETITION/
S | - ‘ifg' ';;’.ﬁ' e . |
/ Pl e ~ . |
| = VY aicncuass : ' | =
SNGLE FLe LINE £ o‘"’o
T"ﬁ ; gggr ONCE A STUDENT & . Xk )
TO FINISH Agﬁgfggf R
WiNs/ CORRECTLY, —
THEY'RE DONE. 5

L e DR

LORELE!, THE SIREN OF SWIMMING / [
POOL 3! ! /
THE MOVING PORTRAITS OF IMPERIAL | | RUESTION
SCHOLARS! I NAME |
THE TRUE NATURE OF PIERRE
foiee
THE 13 STEPS IN THE GREAT HALL! * ®
“ THE DEVIL RITUAL IN THE OLD SECRETS (L
= SCHOOLHOUSE! OF EDEN ||,
.. = THE CURSED LINDERGROLIND MAZE IN ACADEMY/
SECTION 4!
THE SEALED CHAMBER IN THE TOWER gh
. OF WISDOM!

B,

= ||
| = REST OF
w B wave-—— wow ) C?L{’EQ’T/ON m YOoUu HAD
g1 427 | | sHoup 2/ WHEN BETTER
ﬁ | 22/ | T KNOW /S C'U97'C’5 NOT
iz 7 | ereens ||| .
: L BIRTHDAY? éfgi .
1 F
WE ocTo-—
JUST ~—| BER
HAVE wil | &
70 g = i
6:::;55 v \./_J |
a', :
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GeTs Al

STELLAL:

s 00 @

Lamiii seconp

H'ifll HIGHEST




, | I'm sorry
i ;fa I was such
a poor Henry, I
student. +hink I
e Iwagihe mEda 5
QUHE WhE, mistake.
was a fool.
o

IT WAS THE
FIRST TIME
I'D EVER

\ seen HER
(1l sHow sucH
— WU FRAGILITY.

IT'S
SIMPLY
NOT




e e e b s

/4
THE
SCORE.
THIS
WAR...

.80,

SATISFIED
UNTIL SHE
SETTLES
MAYBE WE
- SHOULD
SETTLE

ME

you...you | §
MURDERED

NEEDS TO
PAY FOR

0.~

»

UNEASY




<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
.........................
.....

5 AHEM. i @
TE L2l
Qﬁgf] G | QUES- |
B | TioN4. |
s HE'S || DAMIAN'S
0 | HEIGHT
cM |S==

HOW
couLp You
POsSsSIBLY
KNOW

S DAMIAN'S o
1 UEIGHT 16
EQUAL TO
BENJER- WHICH OF
pOOP HIS CLASS-
PEEFACE

GOOFALLO!

DO BETTER
AT HIDING
MY MIND
REACING
ABILITIES!

THERE
/8 NO
SUCH
PER-
SON! }

7SS

.....................

AFTER THAT, |
VICTORY | INTENTIONALLY | |

WwAas sOON MISSING SOME
WITHIN HER 3 P 1 P 4 P QUESTIONS

GRASF. S0 THE MATCH
WOULD SEEM i
CLOSER.

WHICH
PERSON

DOES |
PAM/IAN I+s not

LOVE over? The

dance was

55 5 7'? supposed




2

make
his own
choice
too.

S0 LONG AS NO...IT'S
THERE ISN'T  JUST A CANCE
ANY MAJOR RIFT PARTNER. SHE

BETWEEN HER SHOULD PICK
- R AND DAMIAN,  WHOEVER SHE
- BN w0 rLaYs Witk ¥ WE'LL HAVE WANTS 70
S I%  gerown sNOT A4S A SPLENTY OF DANCE WITH.
\ e 4rearonsuP @ [orrorrunimies
& g PROSPECT. N W 70\renuz THE
o )  RELATIONSHIP
P s D L eomE S
U jave the Y. ForwaRD.
right to i e N

OH,
ANYA!
you 3
ALWAYS by
KNOW

B
COMMONERS | HAS SHE
LIKE 214 NO SHAME?
YOURSELF | HE ALREADY
RARELY 1 sHOT HER
KNOW DOWN

WHEN TO ) ONCE!

-~ [ SORRY, BUT T
. 2| REALLY JusT
Z1 A WANT TO
DANCE WITH
SY-ON BOY.




FIRST, MEET
MR. HENRY
HENDPERSON.

HE'LL BE
TEACHING
HISTORY.

THE
THUD
... WOULD OF
PROWN 80078
OUT THE -
BEATING . AND
OF MY THE ROAR
HEART, OF TANK

ENGINES |




WERE You I'VE DONE

A ANDTHE  COMPLICATIONS |
/" \ PARAMEDICS? S0 FAR. !

S0 WHAT, WE'RE
JUST SUPPOSED
TO SPEND THE
NIGHT HERE WHILE
SOME MURDERER
WANDERS AROLIND
KILLING PEOPLE?!
AND THE POLICE
DON'T EVEN
KNOW?!

EVERY- [ ,
2007, | |y o
CALM [

DOWN! | HELL!

POLICE  ToWAVE ANY |/

MA'AM,
YOU CAN'T!
NOT WITH

A BLIZZARD

RAGING

OUTSIDE!

™

SCREW
THIS!
T'M
LEAV-
ING!

g

,

i i
If> =
s S e =

SOMEONE
HAS CUT
OUR PHONE

IT's
GOTTA BE
WHOEVER
STABBED
MAX,
RIGHT?!

N\

S

WHO
WOULD
PO SUCH

A THING
7!




BLANKET.

YOU'RE SO

YOU EVER IN
AN ENVIRON-
MENT WHERE
CLASSICAL
LANGUAGE
WAS
USED?

| ponT Kick |
1 OFF YOUR |

COLD IN THE
| MORNINGS. =L

s Wiy |

..................

WHEN
YOU WERE

YOUNGER




SDY-HAMILY
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e . .
| \ N\ W \ \ ALl 1 arELT
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LR\ 3 .r/
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FROM YOUR
HOMEROOM
TEACHE.
TEERED
DEFENSE
AUXILIARY

: =
.\».r \..m”.f\hw-.w \

b1

!
ABOUT
SMACKING
A TABLE.

THERE'S
NOTHING
GENTLEMANLY




KEEP AN
EYE ON
THE PLACE
WHILE
WE'RE
AWAY,
EOND.

£ i
o3 il

N

IANE
/ "/ vere's

SOME FlSH
IN THE
FRIDGE, SO

H MAYBE WE'LL
FISH HAVE FISH
MANURE? =
MEUNIERE
EWWW. TONIGHT.




o

THE
PARTY,

OH.
HELLO,

YES, OF
COURGSE.
I'D BE
HAPPY TO
JOIN YOU.

AH,

MARTHA.

I NEVER

HAD A CHANCE
TO THANK YOU
FOR YOUR HELP
DURING THE
INCIDENT.

ISN'T
THAT
JusT
LIKE YOU,
HENRY.

WOULD You
BE AVAILABLE
TO HELP OUT?Y
WE HAD FEWER
VOLUNTEERS
THAN I'D
HOPED.




I'M GOING
TO BE LIKE
THIS FROM
NOW ON,
LNTIL T
BECOME
A SUPER
GENIUS.

HEY! WHAT
1S IT? DON'T
TELL ME YOU
ALREADY
LOST YOUR
STELLA?!

WHAT'S
WRONG?

L}

|
i

L}

,m,\
i\

i

LET'S TAKE
THAT STELLA
OUuT OF YOUR
BAG BEFORE
YOU LOSE [T,

BUT
You vo WHAT'RE
UNDERSTAND — oL DOING?
T DON'T THAT YOUR LINDER- WHAT DO dLl
LINDER- EYES WILL HA b
STAND. DRYOUTIF | EXPECT WILL
YOU DON'T | — HAPPEN?
BLINK,
RIGHT? [~

| %%%?‘m‘m%ﬁmﬁﬂ

STELLA STARS TILL
IMPERIAL SCHOLAR: 5
TONITRUS BOLTS TILL SN
EXPULSION: 5 \§ - - R




DISASTER... N




| ALLONGE
-\ CHOP!

CURSES... ¥ THAT'S

I'VE ] ENOUGH
RESORTED / — OUTTA
TO ANIMAL
BEHAVIOR!

BEINGS 4ARE




WERE YOU
PLANNING
TO INVITE
ANYONE TO
THE DANCE AT
YOUR CLASS
GRADUATION
PARTY?

CERTAINLY
= N CAME OUT
= ag— J]7) JusT.. TN OF THE

e ------ - - WONDER- 7 ) | _ BLUE.

AS IF
I WOULD
PARTICIPATE
IN SUCH
FRIVOLITY
AT A TIME
LIKE THIS!




iy

i‘-
L
ot

AND SOON
SHE WAS
FORCING
HER WAY
INTO MY
FPRIVATE

TEATIME ON

A DAILY

WOULD
you
CARE N\
FOR

SOME?

Tmnnnnp -

not been
awaiting

address an
upperclassman
by their first

T've Sorry

I'm
late!

If
you've
finished
your tea,
hurry
on to
practice.

gl NOT

DISLIKE
OUR TIME
TOGETHER.

THERE'S
ONE
CcUP's
WORTH
S~~~ LEFT.

N

~

I+'s d;
icious, 7 |
L SHE HAD
BALLET
PRACTICE
BEFORE
CLASS
EVERY

MORNING.

And I'm such
abigfan | . 0er
of Johanna
P WORLD OF
rom the
M SOLITUPE
arlov Ballet
Company... HAD EEEN
INTRUDED
UPON BY
A MOST
BO/STER-
ous
INVADER,




CALL HIM Yol rw . e TrEY SaY

“THE RED Ly GO B 74T DURING

SNOWMAN" | R 1 SN 5L/774RDsS,
A Because | o ) oL W 4 MONSTER
|\ HEe's coverep el kAT EMERGES AND

WITH BLOOD 3 AW e MURDERS THE |}
SPLATTER < RRE ) I BN TOWNSFOLK
FROM HIS A v\ P ONE BY ONE.
VICTIMS. . -

{f;f/’éff‘iﬁ COME ON, AND
,\5} ;~ PAPA! HACK. STOP APPARENTLY
\—| =) | 4Bso- MAMA! TRYING TO Heh | WIS FAVORITE
B g LET'S 6O || SCARE THE heh! | TARGETS ARE
| LOOK FOR NOISY KIDS
THE RED WHO STAY UP
SNOWMAN! PAST DARK!

WORRY, ANYA.
IF HE SHOWS
UBT'LLKILL Y
HIM BEFORE
HE CAN
TOUCH YOU.

N/ WA HA
WPLL, BE o \/ | HA! ARE
SERVING ONE 1Y e
GRAB A | /\YOU FOR
CAKES IN ABOUT 7 :
AN HOUR, &0

MAKE SURE TO
COME BACK TO
THE LOBBY TO

I THINK
T'LL
TAKE A
SHOWER




WHAAAT?!
BUT YOU
GUYS FINALLY
SEEMED TO
BE DANCING
SO NICELY!

v s

YEAH, AS IF
I'D BELIEVE
THAT, You
DUMMY!
YOU WATCH
TOO MANY
CARTOONS!




SOME |
| TIME AND |
START |
FROM |
THE

BOTTOM. [\

i/' | F}’f

4 ~
OB AT

OVERALL
RANKING

\ AND ; I’M BSTH!

| MINE [}

- T

p\ ePoTS!

I WENT
UP A FEW

LET'S
CHECK THE
SUBJECT

RANKINGS!

s \Thomas/ BegdKer Z |
DO . . W . L L =il
S AN L7 A —_
167 | Carrie Myer HERE 1
~ L
168| Anya Korger =

| . et || ==
169 Jonny Miiler Sulg
s Y TR L D
IT'S NO WOW, ANYA,
FLUKE. T C'MON! HEH.... TUAT'S A
AM THE Top || THAT'S | | THE ERA OF UUGE JUMP
SCORER IN || A TOTAL ANYA HAS CROM LAST
CLASSICAL BEGUN. TIME]
LANGUAGE’ You were Z13th

YOU KNOW.



THE FIGHTING
HAD TAKEN
A GRIEVOUS
TOLL ON BOTH
SIVES, AND
THE WAR SOON
STAGGERED
70 A FAINFUL
END.

THEN
I EXPECT
YOU'LL STUDY |
HARD FOR
TOMORROW'S
CLASS. y

LONG, THE

THE ONE
I'D BEEN

FOR WAS

—w-'"-"

eur

WAITING

NOT
AMONG
THEM.

You
ARE
IN NO

POSITION

T0

REFUSE.

THIS 1S
YOUR
FINAL

CHANCE.

|| STREETS
‘el OF BERLINT

1 were
FULL OF
7 DEMOBIL/ZED
7= SOLDIERS,

......

THANKS TO
YOUR IDIOTIC
YET BEHAVIOR,
SOMEHOW  ALL OF YOUR
I HAVE PREVIOLS
MANAGED  gLIITORS HAVE

TO SNARE  WITHDRAWN.
A NEW '

ONE.




7

IF WE'RE
' INVESTING THEY SAID OTHER- ' TOO
- 5,000 DALC || THE ORDER WISE THE MEIC:’ WOE‘LL
CAN'T BE :
IN THIS PLAN, HANDLER \ " oeriion I
THEN IT HAD || CANCELED. WiLL kil \ oo e
BETTER

BEAR A DRESS.

- =

BUYING A
PRESS SURE
LEADS TO
LOTS OF
MURPERS...

=

7] [

i

Lo

o

[
£if

PRACTICE
YOUR
DANC/ING.




anything ou+
With solid
blacke. p,

the white,




EVEN ANYA | e
progagry  [T11 [T 2 € LAP/ PAPA
BELIEVES | | | ;300 \ =R=10)
SHE'S \T CLAP '
STAYING % UETER-
LUpP WITH M/NED!
HER OWN
STRENGTH.




;':.::_:_—:“_-—::.‘;_—y"/’,!/y e ._._" ——————
—ratthe i & & AFTERWARD,
— helllare= :'-'- = I~ ——— (7 W ——— _‘ DUE IN PART

'?’-—YOM domg_. & IaT——— o7 TO ANYA'S |——
= s —— = —raiet—|  LOID HAPPENED

=
7

L :?1‘.

UPON THE

= KILLER RIGHT |—

BEFORE HIS

=—— NEXT ATTACK. Ee—

RN _, S \ ________\\:__-_T:_f_l_____ =— /j__._f A _,L_‘_-?r" E—= 7
-_';;_-'__'__?__ __ _ N = \'\_-______ ...___.Y?\ e f/’f ﬁ:_xf’__-_. f'/ e _l' = == =

LOID USED HIS
INTUITION AND
PHOTOGRAPHIC
MEMORY TO
UNCOVER THE
KILLER’S VARIOUS
TRICKS AND
DISMANTLE HIS
CAREFULLY
ok CRAFTED ALIBI
= S ——| (WITHOUT RAISING ES

ANY UNDUE =

= _— = — ATTENTIOND. =

“:ﬁhappened -I'a B —_— ————
AND THUS ?{_ run [n-hg -qu_ - %;\_:-___—__I‘”_ _— —_— THE ——
CONCLUDED pe.rpe-l-ra-i- or, = e POLICE ==
THE CASE / _-and then he_-'_~----: = o= i = e —
3—+rlPPe-d a2 B> | ARRIVED TO|
OF THE == — = —_ FIND THE
CATTEMPTED)

INCIDENT |F——
= RERIHOTMAN 9 cn Rl ALREADY ——

=~ RESOLVED. e
MURDERS. e

THAT
BOY WHO
WAS STABBED
SHOULD BE
HE OWES OUT OF THE

HIS LIFE TO HOSPITAL

YOU, LOID. IN A FEW
WEEKS.




MY TIME

PEACE BEMEEN =
EAST AND WEST
MUST ALWAYS |
. BE THE PR/ORW .
o NOT ANYONE'S -
FEEL/NGS’ A

Il‘.n,*-" /j:rf} g ir

NTHISIDANCE) 4

> o4 l";! 1u B og Moy stk

FOR/REASONS

/ .:__{. ’f/}? Y f,:, Sz Speadts o/ /,
f / f”{

7 OF THEIRYH

.nr/

y oww/ssAF—

I///

/NTEREST..

/.‘,/'/
s ."’/‘// o

THE DANCE  ppgm
PORTION
BEGINS
IN TEN

MINUTES,



. -:l.- S _____—1(
e fr_ |-_'|‘IL e b
D/ - B
A

y L
A S O
= =

e e —— -

—“MISSION-96
ONLY \W \\: / f! \ Answer) WHO \

J
THE LAST ||| || / | | puT you
comeeriror | 1)} ™ | cuvsin (Hev!
STANDING A CHARGE
WILL EARN |\ o TS
THERIGHTTO [] 1) A OTHER IN A
oanNcewity | O )] B L - SERIES OF
DAMIAN. & = =\ CHALLENGES.

Y]
v ———
N

o

N

YOu WiLL
NOW
COMPETE

AGAINST
~ 4 Teacy

!

2

"
o

-
™,

/EC

.
.-"-

T
iy




OMG! NARCIS
FROM ROSE

\
HALL JusT
ASKED BECKY HAQI\?EH-‘[I:I}E
BLACKBELL HONOR OF
TO DANCE!
A DANCE?

THE HEIR
TO THE
HUBRISSE
BUSINESS
=\ GROUP?! /... . ..

.......................
......................
.......................
........................
........................
........................
.......................
..........................
..................................................................
.....................................................................

IN YOUR
UREAMS!

VEAR ME, 7N I'M SURE e N
LOOK AT ALL BPECKY, 1 B B : SHE'D HUBRISSE i
THESE BOYS | REALLY ADMIRE |~ PREFER A BLEMPSS |
FIGHTING FOR < WHAT You DID DANCE WITH ety S

MY HAND! WHAT 5 PURING THE TgHE HEIR WORTHY Rl
AM T TO DO7! 1 BUS HIJACKING! RREEITEN . e [Es
) -\ PLEASE, DANCE JoMMPREIA- s

\ " WITH ME! INDUSTRIES? PLACKBELL.

Fighting
is a bad




YOU'RE
NOT A
VERY GOOD
DANCER,
ARE YOU?




HOW

SUPPOSED §
| Toger §
| Across? [

I DON'T
WANT
TO SEEM

UNLADYLIKE [

IN DAMIAN'S | -

PRESENCE!

MY TIARA
GOT
CAUGHT
ON THE
ROPE!

[0

‘-\J WELCOME
R 7O THE TRAP
ZONE!

SLIP
K\ THROUGH
o OUR
\..| COBWEE

OF MY

| THE HEM §

B || oress goT| -
SCe Ll S

| wourp! (50

-|OF ROPES

LIKE A
NIMELE
SPY

AN
)

——




™

DAMIAN'S " P ]
OLDER poYouf L
“1 NEED .

BROTHER! o
SOME- | .

A TaNGZl

OH, BOSS
MAN WAS
| WAITING

FOR HIM TO
COME OUT.

Great job, /:;\/\
Demetrius. E
HE'S AN oL IH?Eéxg_l?
IMPERIAL JOKING
SCHOLAR o) SIX STELLA
EVEN AMONG FROM JLIS:I'
IMPERIAL THIS TERM'S
FINALS.

SCHOLARS! /

IF I CAN e
READ SUPER e e
SY-ON BOY'S AL

MIND, MAYBE
I CAN GO
FROM GENIUS
70 SUPER
GENIUS!

EVEN
IMAGINE
HOW HIS
BRAIN
MUST
WORK!

l = T’.':.'. :.'.IZ, Yo B T







DON'T | Tz:ﬁ;e \W‘ﬁ
WANT i dshgllﬁf‘ul 'v

i V-

= MAY T THIS |5
g INTEREST ALL SO 1 TOLD
YOU IN A BORING.  you,
Iy BEVERAGE, MAYBE  1'M NOT
? ' I'LL GONNA
JusT DANCE!
DITCH.

‘—_—_—__ J_'F THE_@E_ ’5 __;:_‘_—_—_:_ ‘_—_:':'_—f‘
—_'——_—'5044577_//,\,9 | I—--I'hough-l'__ You 53y
— CAUSING——YOUTWo o jyited
— FR/CWON______had QI" OWNH  Damian to
= — close? | dance with
= THEM I_____-_ =——— "\ you,buthe =
=0 ALL e

—
/ Bur
NO WAY! LY wRAT
YOU KNOW THEN You T exacrey
MISS MY LOID |5 SHOULD GO = /8 THE
BECKY | THE ONLY DANCE WITH
BLACKBELL. MAN FOR THE JUICE
ME! MAN OVER
And we don't THERE.
call him “juice

AWWW...
HOW I
WISH I
COULD
DANCE

WITH MY




I GUESS

Five
thousand
dalc

THERE'S down
ALWAYS | “ine | LET'S
YOR'S drain. JUsT

GIVE
| UuP ON
T L THEe
DANCE.

€9
' J I DON'T

I WANNA

| PracTice
L Tt et Ve P! |
N T RiGHT! GIVE UP! | \

/ﬂmnmmmmgé;\\\\m........m\\\\\\\

o\ ARE YOU
OKAY. w T
TEEEEC%EL L W DETERMINED
4/ TOD
MORE AFTER A\
5CHOOL "

DAMIAN?

e o

TOMORROW.

it

1)

i P
i :
An
L

= 5 e

1}

o
-

o

I WANT
TO WORK
g PAPA,

| YOU TOLD
BECOMING
cosg  ME THAT

MAKING
T
sv:,fl— Cle FRIENDS

’ WAS
BOY! IMPORTANT.

Through
dancing.




\

NOW POINT
THE TIPS OF

YOUR KIS
INWARD AND

PUT YOUR
<\ WEIGHT
\ ON THE
@ EDGES.
[

Y

.—-"-'-.-P._

NO, I
: MEAN THE

)

DIRECTION! | AR .

ANGLE

! YOUR sKis DL 74
SO THEY'RE |- « x> i~ .
PERPEN-
DICULAR TO
THE SLOPE! (
LEANIN |7

TOWARD THE |/ //

MOUNTAIN!

BUT
HOW AM T
SUPPOSED
TO STOP?!




ey e e

o e >

AL e

7?77 N~
2 N\ =" —_

¢ \3 y //
N NN AN
XS F

..NBRH

QI+

IECC

3 <

X =™

JusT
FORGET
ABOUT IT,

OKAY?

RININNGG




K==
\
\ ]

IHAD APART- I\ | — o | G
TIME JOB o\ ' 1k g '
REPARING |\ -J—| ARE YOU, e et

ELECTRONICS B N BAcTH A WIRELESS 10 REPAIR

IN MY N eLetEe s - | N

COLLEGE MATERIALS. ' o

THE
+ TN POLICE SAID
IDID A FULL eq bl A Ea THEY WON'T |
< i BEABLETO | | -
. ﬁ”&;ﬂf SWEEP OF ) == WL —
THERE'VE THE PROPERTY W | TN T HERE TILL | —
ALWAYs  THE PLACE ' Ul 77\ morNING. [
EARLIER, AND [ LN
BEEN WHERE A o s
TUE PUONE  THERE WERE _,
PEOPLE IN NO SIGNS OF e

BUT WHAT

UGN JOAN D IV LILTON G N g,

TR, oty R, snone Bt el & &

THE LOBBY,  LINES
| AND o onE  WERE cur,  JDYONE FAVING IF THE
g INFILTRATED THE CILLER
NOTICED  SOMEONE 2
: BUILDING FROM
ANYTHING ~ WOULD'VE presenicny 5 STILL
4 sUsPICIoUs, HAD TO \ HERE!
RIGHT? CROSS / A

THROUGH
THE
\ LOBEY.

THE KILLER
ISN'T A
STRANGER.
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IT's 50 HARD
TO RUN IN
HIGH HEELS
AND A DRESS!

THE FIVE
FASTEST

FINISHERS |

WiLL

. , — ADVANCE

7O THE
NEXT

WON,T, 5E ABLETO.USE
WIRESTO, PULLIHER




|

Y,
Y,
Y,
y/

QUICKL
QUICKL

IF you
MOVE LIKE
| THAT, YOU'RE
| GOING TO
STEP ON
DAMIAN'S
FOOT!

SLOWL
SLOWL

®

Q00

LA+

ol

44

N
THAT'S
ALL
WRONG




THANK YOUR
LUCKY STARS
THAT IT WAS A
FALSE ALARM, YOU
FOOL! IF THE
ENEMY HAD TRULY
ATTAINED AIR
SUPERIORITY OVER
OUR CAPITAL,
WE'D BE
DONE FOR!

WHAT?
YOU
GOTTA BE
KIDPING

MEe!

APPARENTLY
AN ENEMY PLANE
TURNED BACK JUsT
BEFORE CROSSING
INTO OUR AIRSPACE.
THAT REPORT WAS
MISINTERPRETED,
AND OUR GUARDS
GOT CONFUSED.

AH, BUT
WAS THERE
SOMETHING
YOU WERE
GOING TO

TELL ME

EARLIER?

OUuT OF AN
IT WAS  ABUNDANCE
NEARLY  OF CAUTION,

OVER I THINK IT

ANYHOW. BEST WE

I'M SURE CALL AN

THE END TO THE

STUDENTS  GRADUATION

ARE PARTY.
SATISFIED.

ALL RIGHT,
MARTHA?



|| THE TOPIC A e, -
|| 7 IS "CAN WE ke HENDERSON!
THE DEBATE
i F|R5T, 0 | gﬁg‘; ET.-\R/EEZ COMPETITION
1l | ARGUE THE OF WAR?" - ABOUT:
1ll11| | opPOsING | ' N
| L1 \PosITION... LN A
) N { | (Y T O)

VONOVAN
VESMOND.

BUT
WHAT IF WE
BE- EVEN PURGED ALL
CAUSE THEN, WEAPONS
IN THE NO. FROM THE
END... WORLD?

HISTORY WE WILL

IS CLEAR NEVER BE

PROOF OF FREE OF
THAT. WAR.

A
il

_\\

HUMAN
BEINGS
ARE
SIMPLY
LIARS.

p -;.tl\\\\




